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In this Aug. 29, 2017, file photo, water from Addicks Reservoir flows into neighborhoods from floodwaters brought on by Tropical Storm Harvey in Houston. 

Associated Press 


By PAUL J. WEBER deadly destruction last year will become more skepticism about climate change runs deep. 

Associated Press frequent because of a changing climate, 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Powerful natural disas- warned a new report Thursday ordered by Re- Continued on Page 3 

ters in Texas on the scale of Hurricane Harvey's publican Gov. Greg Abbott in a state where 
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Boy Scouts’ money struggles: Is bankruptcy an option? 



In this Feb. 4, 2013 file photo, shows a close up detail of a Boy Scout uniform worn during a news conference in front of the Boy 
Scouts of America headquarters in Irving, Texas. 


By DAVID CRARY 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Boy 

Scouts of America de¬ 
flected questions about 
a report suggesting it is 
considering seeking bank¬ 
ruptcy protection, though 
the head of the organiza¬ 
tion said it is exploring “all 
options” as it tries to stay 
afloat while facing sexual 
abuse lawsuits and dwin¬ 
dling membership. 

“I want to assure you that 
our daily mission will con¬ 
tinue and that there are no 
imminent actions or imme¬ 
diate decisions expected,” 
Chief Scouf Executive Mike 
Surbaugh said in a state¬ 
ment issued Wednesday 
evening. 

Surbaugh was responding 
to a Wall Street Journal re¬ 
port that the BSA, founded 
in 1910, had hired a law 
firm to assist in a possible 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy fil¬ 
ing. He described the re¬ 
port as “news speculation," 
but he acknowledged that 
the group is “working with 
experts to explore all op¬ 
tions available" as well as 
the pressures arising from 
multiple lawsuits related 


to past instances of sexual 
abuse. 

“We have a social and 


moral responsibility to fairly 
compensate victims who 
suffered abuse during their 
time in Scouting, and we 
also have an obligation 
to carry out our mission to 
serve youth, families and 
local communities through 
our programs," Surbaugh 
said. Other institutions fac¬ 
ing multifaceted sexual 
abuse scandals have 
sought bankruptcy protec¬ 
tion recently. USA Gymnas¬ 
tics took the step last week 
as it attempts to settle doz¬ 
ens of lawsuits related to 
abuse by now-imprisoned 
gymnastics doctor Larry 
Nassar. About 20 Roman 
Catholic dioceses and oth¬ 
er religious orders around 
the U.S. have previously 
filed for bankruptcy pro¬ 
tection as a result of clergy 
sexual abuse claims. 
Surbaugh apologized on 
behalf of the BSA to those 
abused during their time in 
the Boy Scouts. 


“We have always taken 
care of victims — we be¬ 
lieve them, we believe in 
fairly compensating them 
and we have paid for un¬ 
limited counseling, by a 
provider of their choice, re¬ 
gardless of the amount of 
time that has passed since 
an instance of abuse," he 
said. “Throughout our histo¬ 
ry we have taken proactive 
steps to help victims heal 
and prevent future abuse.” 
In addition to abuse-re¬ 
lated litigation, the Boy 
Scouts have been trying to 
reverse a decline in mem¬ 
bership. The organizations’ 
current youth participation 
is about 2.3 million, down 
from 2.6 million in 2013 and 
more than 4 million in peak 
years of the past. 

In a major step toward re¬ 
vitalization, the BSA is mov¬ 
ing to open all its programs 
to girls, but even that has 
caused problems. 

Last month, the Girl Scouts 


Associated Press 

of the USA filed a trade¬ 
mark infringement lawsuit 
against the BSA for drop¬ 
ping the word “boy” from 
its flagship program in an 
effort to attract girls. 

That suit was in response 
to the BSA’s decision to re¬ 
name its program for 11 - to 
17-year-olds; it will be called 
Scouts BSA rather than the 
Boy Scouts, though the par¬ 
ent organization will remain 
the Boy Scouts of America. 
Paul Mones, a Los Ange¬ 
les-based lawyer who has 
handled many sex-abuse 
lawsuits targeting the BSA, 
said the organization has 
assets of more than $1 bil¬ 
lion, but has been under 
increasing pressure from liti¬ 
gation as public awareness 
of sexual abuse intensifies. 
Mones was co-counsel in 
a 2010 sexual abuse case 
in Portland, Oregon, that 
led to a nearly $20 million 
judgment against the BSA 
on behalf of a man mo¬ 
lested by a Scout leader in 
the 1980s. As a result of that 
case, the Oregon Supreme 
Court ordered the BSA to 
release previously confi¬ 
dential files on suspected 
abusers. □ 
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Texas report says ‘changing climate’ intensifying disasters 



In this Aug. 28, 2017, file photo, a Coast Guard rescue team 
evacuates people from a neighborhood inundated by 
floodwaters from Tropical Storm Harvey in Houston, Texas. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

But the report makes no 
mention of global warm¬ 
ing. And in urging steps 
Texas should take to lessen 
the impact of intensifying 
hurricanes and flooding, 
the report makes no men¬ 
tion of curbing greenhouse 
gases in Texas, the nation's 
oil-refining epicenter that 
leads the U.S. in carbon 
emissions. The phrase “cli¬ 
mate change” also does 
not appear in the nearly 
200-page report, except 
in footnotes that reference 
scientific papers. 

But it is the latest govern¬ 
ment alarm that massive 
disasters such as Harvey 
will only continue. Last 
month, a White House re¬ 
port warned these types of 
disasters are worsening be¬ 
cause of global warming, 
and citing numerous stud¬ 
ies, said more than 90 per¬ 
cent of fhe current warm¬ 
ing is caused by humans. 
After releasing the new Tex¬ 
as report Thursday, Abbott 
wouldn’t wade into wheth¬ 
er he believed manmade 
global warming is causing 
the kind of disasters the 
state is telling residents to 
get used to. 

“I’m not a scientist. Impos¬ 


sible for me to answer that 
question,” he said. 

The report was not commis¬ 
sioned as an assessment of 
climate change in Texas. 
Instead, it is the findings 
of a rebuilding fask force 
Abboft created after Hur¬ 
ricane Harvey devastated 
the Texas coast, causing 
an estimated $125 billion 
in damage. At least 68 
people directly died from 
Harvey’s effects, and an¬ 
other 35 people died from 
indirect effects such as ve¬ 
hicle accidents, according 
to the report. 

The Category 4 hurricane 
dumped more than 50 
inches of rain on Houston, 
leaving fhe nation's fourth- 
largest city underwater. 

But in underscoring the 
inevitably of future disas¬ 
ters in Texas, the report 
notes rising sea levels and 
extreme downpours be¬ 
coming more frequent in 
recent decades. It also 
cites a “changing climate" 
while reinforcing the need 
to strengthen dams and 
levees. “Flooding risks for 
coastal Texas, and much 
of the rest of the state, will 
continue to rise. The current 
scientific consensus points 
to increasing amounts of 
intense rainfall coupled 


with the likelihood of more 
intense hurricanes," the re¬ 
port read. 

The report was spearhead¬ 
ed by Texas A&M University 
System Chancellor John 
Sharp, who Abbott ap¬ 
pointed as a recovery czar 
after the storm. It urges 
state and local officials 
to think in “generational 
terms” to infrastructure 
planning so as to “future- 
proof” fhe Gulf Coast. 

“I don't know,” Sharp said. 


“It looks like something's 
changing but I'm not sure 
I’m a good enough scien¬ 
tist to know what it is. I leave 
it in their hands.” 

John Anderson, a profes¬ 
sor of oceanography af 
Rice University and expert 
on rising sea levels, said the 
report continues a trend of 
denials from Texas leaders. 
“The tendency in fhe state 
of Texas has been to com¬ 
bat the changing climate 
without acknowledging the 


causes of climate change,” 
he said. “The elephant in 
the room is getting bigger.” 
Abbott, who easily won 
re-election in November, 
has been noncommittal in 
his career about whether 
he thinks human activity is 
affecting the climate. Be¬ 
fore becoming governor 
in 2015, Abbott repeatedly 
sued the federal govern¬ 
ment over environmental 
regulations as Texas’ attor¬ 
ney generalO 
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Pelosi’s triumph: House speaker-to-be, this time with memes 



By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Corre¬ 
spondent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — It has 

been quite a week for Nan¬ 
cy Pelosi. 

The televised meeting with 
President Donald Trump. 
The deal with restless Dem¬ 
ocrats to secure their votes 
to become House speaker. 
The fashion statement of 
her burnt-orange winter 
coat, swooshing out the 
doors of the White House, 
going viral in social media 
memes. 

It all showed the staying 
power of the Democratic 
leader, who is relentless 
in her drive to reclaim the 
gavel and wield it with a 
strength that is nothing like 
Washington has seen — at 
least since the last time she 
did it. 

“We've seen some strong 
speakers like Pelosi and 
some weaker speakers,” 
said Matthew Green, a pro¬ 
fessor of political science 
at Catholic University who 
has written a book about 
House speakers. 

“What we’ve seen this 
week is another demon¬ 


stration of how effective 
Pelosi is, in both her nego¬ 
tiation skills and in her abil¬ 
ity to stand up publicly to a 
president of the opposite 
party," he said. “The most 
dangerous place to be in 
Washington is between 
Pelosi and an undecided 
vote. It’s like a beeline; she 


goes right for that person. 
That’s her thing.” 

Pelosi has said this time as 
speaker would be different. 
On the campaign trail this 
fall, she told The Associated 
Press she would “enjoy it” 
more because last time it 
was all “work.” She said she 
wants to “show the power 


Associated Press 

of the gavel.” 

But even before winning 
back the speakership, she 
is employing its strength. 
Pelosi used it during Tues¬ 
day’s Oval Office meeting 
with Trump, refusing his $5 
billion border wall money; 
on Republicans during their 
last days in the majority; 
and on her fellow Demo¬ 
crats to give her their sup¬ 
port. 

The public display this 
week points to the return 
of one of the more pow¬ 
erful leaders in fhe history 
of the House, even if she's 
now term-limited herself to 
serving as speaker no more 
than four years. It’s the start 
of a long final act of the 
78-year-old mother of five 
and grandmother of nine, 
and she’s more comfort¬ 
able than ever taking her 
seat at the table. 

“Leader Pelosi really dem¬ 
onstrated this week why 
she is about to become the 
speaker of the House," said 
Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.l., 
part of the newer genera¬ 
tion of House leaders. “She 
had a great week.” 

Not everyone on the Dem¬ 
ocratic side is pleased with 
the turn of events, and 
Republicans made clear 
they are more than eager 
to accommodate Pelosi's 
rise, employing the kinds of 
attacks they have for years 
used against her. They'll be 
targeting newly elected 


Democrats who vote for 
Pelosi for speaker when the 
new Congress convenes 
Jan. 3, especially those 
who had vowed on the 
campaign trail to oppose 
her. 

Republican National Com¬ 
mittee chairwoman Ronna 
McDaniel tweeted that “So 
many Dem House candi¬ 
dates have proven them¬ 
selves to be hypocrites." 
She tweeted, “Voters won't 
forget it." 

And some House Demo¬ 
crats, including members 
who have been waiting for 
Pelosi to step aside so they 
could rise in leadership, are 
grumbling over the deal 
she cut to impose term lim¬ 
its for top leaders. Demo¬ 
crats will vote on that pro¬ 
posal in the new year, and 
it could very well fail. Pelosi 
has promised fo abide by 
the deal regardless of the 
vote. “I'm not for ferm lim¬ 
its,” the No. 2 Democrat, 
Rep. Steny Hoyer, D-Md., 
told reporters. “Is anybody 
confused about — I am not 
for term limits.” 

But Thursday, the speaker- 
in-waiting capped off the 
week-that-was by recap¬ 
ping what had just hap¬ 
pened — in case anyone 
missed the social media 
memes of Pelosi in that 
coat, exiting the White 
House. 

Pelosi recalled the mo¬ 
ment Tuesday in the Oval 
Office when Trump, argu¬ 
ing wifh her and Senate 
Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer, finally relented 
and said he’d be “proud" 
to shut down the govern¬ 
ment before Christmas — 
the “Trump shutdown,” as 
she called it — over the 
border wall. 

“Perhaps he doesn’t un¬ 
derstand people need 
their paychecks,” she said 
Thursday. 

She all but eye-rolled at 
his insistence that Mexico 
would pay for it. “I mean 
really? Really?" 

And although Pelosi hasn't 
spoken to Trump since that 
day, she confided that he 
is in her prayers. “I did tell 
the president that I pray for 
him. He said, ‘That's news, 
go tell the press.” And so 
she did.Q 
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Court: Trump can’t let companies 
deny birth control coverage 



In this Aug. 26, 2016, file photo, a one-month dosage of hormonal birth control pills is displayed 
in Sacramento, Calif. 


By SUDHIN THANAWALA 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

divided U.S. appeals court 
Thursday blocked rules by 
the Trump administration 
that allowed more employ¬ 
ers to opt out of providing 
women with no-cost birth 
control. 

The ruling, however, may 
be short lived because the 
administration has adopt¬ 
ed new rules on contracep¬ 
tive coverage that are set 
to take effect next month 
and will likely prompt re¬ 
newed legal challenges. 
Thursday’s ruling by a three- 
judge panel of the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
concerned changes to 
birth control coverage re¬ 
quirements under President 
Barack Obama's health 
care law that the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Health and Hu¬ 
man Services issued in Oc¬ 
tober 2017. 

States were likely to suc¬ 
ceed on their claim that 
those changes were made 
without required notice 
and public comment, the 
appeals court panel said in 
a 2-1 decision. 

The majority upheld a pre¬ 
liminary injunction against 
the rules issued by U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Haywood Gil¬ 
liam last year. It, however, 
limited the scope of the in¬ 
junction, applying it only to 
the five states in the lawsuit 
and not the entire country. 
Another federal judge also 
blocked the rules, and her 
nationwide injunction re¬ 
mains in place. 

An email to the Justice 
Department seeking com¬ 
ment was not immediately 
returned. 

Obama’s health care law 
required most companies 
to cover birth control at 
no additional cost, though 


it included exemptions for 
religious organizations. The 
new policy allowed more 
categories of employers, 
including publicly traded 
companies, to opt out of 
providing free contracep¬ 
tion to women by claiming 
religious objections. It also 
allowed any company that 
is not publicly traded to 
deny coverage on moral 
grounds. 

The Department of Justice 
said in court documents 
that the rules were about 
protecting a small group of 
“sincere religious and mor¬ 
al objectors” from having 
to violate their beliefs. The 
changes were favored by 
social conservatives who 
are staunch supporters of 
President Donald Trump. 
California filed a lawsuit 
to block the changes that 
was joined by Delaware, 


Maryland, New York and 
Virginia. 

The states argued that the 
changes could result in 
millions of women losing 
free birth control services, 
forcing them to seek con¬ 
traceptive care through 
state-run programs or pro¬ 
grams that the states had 
to reimburse. 

The states show with “rea¬ 
sonable probability” that 
the new rules will lead 
women to lose employer- 
sponsored contraceptive 
coverage, “which will then 
result in economic harm 
to the states,” 9th Circuit 
Judge J. Clifford Wallace, 
a nominee of Republican 
President Richard Nixon, 
wrote for the majority. 

In a dissent, 9th Circuit 
Judge Andrew Kleinfeld 
said the economic harm to 
the states was “self-inflict¬ 


Associated Press 

ed” because they chose 
to provide contracep¬ 
tive coverage to women. 
The states, therefore, did 
not have the authority to 
bring the lawsuit, Kleinfeld, 
a nominee of Republican 
President George H.W. 
Bush, said. 

The case became more 
complicated after the 
Trump administration last 
month issued new birth 
control coverage rules that 
are set to supersede those 
at issue in the lawsuit be¬ 
fore the 9th Circuit. Under 
the new rules, large com¬ 
panies whose stock is sold 
to investors won’t be able 
to opt out of providing con¬ 
traceptive coverage. 
Wallace said the new rules 
did not make the case be¬ 
fore the 9th Circuit moot 
because they are not set to 
take effect until January. □ 


Police recruit 
accused of 
threatening 
graduation 
shooting 

LACONIA, N.H. (AP) — 

A police recruit spoke 
to fellow officers about 
participating in a suicide 
pact or killing other offi¬ 
cers at their graduation 
ceremony at New Hamp¬ 
shire's police academy, 
a court document re¬ 
leased Thursday alleged. 
Noah Beaulieu told one 
recruit that “all it would 
take was one shot fired in 
the air and all the cross¬ 
fire from responding offi¬ 
cers would be what killed 
everyone,” according to 
an affidavit. 

Police arrested Beau¬ 
lieu, 24, of Concord, on 
a criminal threatening 
charge. They said he 
was a recruit from the 
Laconia Police Depart¬ 
ment who recently com¬ 
pleted at program at the 
New Hampshire Police 
Standards and Training 
Academy. He was fired 
Wednesday.Beaulieu 
was scheduled to be ar¬ 
raigned Thursday, but in¬ 
stead, a judge ordered 
him to remain in custody 
and requested a men¬ 
tal health evaluation for 
him. 

His lawyer, Mark Sisti, said 
he never meant to harm 
anyone. 

The affidavit said other 
recruits told Beaulieu to 
stop making the com¬ 
ments and that they 
weren't funny, but Beau¬ 
lieu continued to talk 
about bringing machine 
guns and ammunition to 
the graduation ceremo¬ 
ny, which is scheduled 
for Friday. 

They also reported he 
said a movie would be 
made about him when 
he became a serial 
killerO 
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Southwestern U.S. states get Jan. 31 deadline for drought deal 



By KEN RITTER 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — The 

head of the federal agen¬ 
cy controlling the Colo¬ 
rado River said Thursday 
the U.S. government will 
impose unprecedented re¬ 
strictions on water supplies 
to the seven Southwestern 
U.S. states that depend on 
the river unless everyone 
agrees by Jan. 31 on a plan 
to deal with an expected 
shortage in 2020. 

Water users from Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Ne¬ 
vada, New Mexico, Utah 
and Wyoming should have 
had a pact to sign at an 
annual water users’ confer¬ 
ence this week in Las Ve¬ 
gas, Bureau of Reclama¬ 
tion Commissioner Brenda 
Burman said. 

They didn’t. However, a 
flurry of approvals in sev¬ 
eral states in recent weeks 
signaled urgency and set a 
stage for an overall agree¬ 
ment to use less water from 
a river beset by drought 
and locked into promises 
to deliver more water than 
it takes in. 

Burman identified Cali¬ 
fornia and Arizona as the 


In this Oct. 14, 2015, file photo, 
Hoover Dam near Boulder City, 

holdouts. 

“Close isn't ‘done,’ “ she 
told a standing-room 
crowd at the Colorado Riv¬ 
er Water Users Association 
conference at a Las Vegas 
Strip resort. “Only ‘done’ 
will protect this basin.” 

The river that carries winter 
snowmelt from the Rocky 
Mountains to the Gulf of 
Mexico is plumbed with 
dams to generate hydro- 
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a riverboat glides through Lake Mead on the Colorado River at 
Nev. 

Associated Press 

from the river's two larg¬ 
est reservoirs. Lake Powell 
behind the Glen Canyon 
Dam on the Arizona-Utah 
state line and Lake Mead 
behind Hoover Dam just 
east of Las Vegas. 

Lake Powell is currently at 
43 percent capacity; Lake 
Mead at 38 percent. 

To date, entities including 
agricultural districts and 
municipal suppliers in five 
states have reached what 


power and meter water re¬ 
leases. It provides drinking 
water to 40 million people 
and cities including Los An¬ 
geles, San Diego, Denver, 
Phoenix and Las Vegas. It 
irrigates crops in wide ar¬ 
eas once deemed as re¬ 
claimed desert in the U.S. 
and Mexico. 

The keys to contingency 
plans are voluntary agree¬ 
ments to use less water 
than users are allocated 


Burman characterized as a 
complex puzzle of agree¬ 
ments. 

Indian tribes also are in¬ 
volved, and Burman on 
Thursday announced pub¬ 
lication of a report called 
the Colorado River Basin 
Ten Tribes Partnership Tribal 
Water Study . It charts wa¬ 
ter claims and use by tribes 
that hold rights to divert al¬ 
most 20 percent of the wa¬ 
ter in the river. 

A drought-shortage decla¬ 
ration next year would cut 
11.4 percent of Arizona's 
usual river water alloca¬ 
tion beginning in 2020, and 
4.3 percent of Nevada's 
share. That amount of wa¬ 
ter, combined, would serve 
more than 625,000 homes. 
California would voluntarily 
reduce its Colorado River 
use by about 6 percent. 
Arizona gained approvals 
for conservation, mitiga¬ 
tion and payment plans 
from its Department of Wa¬ 
ter Resources and the key 
Central Arizona Project ir¬ 
rigation district. Unlike the 
other states, it also needs 
state Legislature approv¬ 
al for water agreements. 
Lawmakers convene in 
January .□ 


Lease sale in Alaska petroleum 
reserve draws modest interest 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 

— A federal sale of oil leas¬ 
es in the National Petro¬ 
leum Reserve-Alaska has 
again drawn a modest re¬ 
sponse. 

The Bureau of Land Man¬ 
agement on Wednesday 
received 16 bids on 16 
tracts covering 272 square 
miles (705 sq. kilometers), 
the Alaska Journal of Com¬ 
merce reported . 

The BLM had offered 254 
tracts on more than 4,375 
square miles (11,330 sq. ki¬ 
lometers). 

Federal officials said the 
modest bidding could be 
attributed to the lack of ac¬ 
cess to the most prospec¬ 
tive areas. BLM received 
seven bids in a 2017 lease 
sale. 

Environmental groups op¬ 
pose expanded drilling in 


the reserve west of Prud- 
hoe Bay. They say oil de¬ 
velopment will imperil cari¬ 
bou herds, polar bears and 
ecologically significant 
wetlands used for breed¬ 
ing by migratory waterfowl 
from around the world. 

The bids ranged from 
$57,000 to $216,000 per 
lease and took in $1.13 mil¬ 
lion. Half will go to the state 
of Alaska through revenue 
sharing. Most leases sold 
are near areas that Cono- 
coPhillips is exploring and 
developing. 

Assistant Interior Secretary 
Joe Balash in a call with 
reporters said the 2018 re¬ 
sults were encouraging. 
The lack of bidding, he 
said, compared with more 
active bidding on nearby 
state lands, underscores 
the need to review the 


land-use plan of the re¬ 
serve. 

The petroleum reserve was 
created in 1923 by Presi¬ 
dent Warren Harding as 
the Naval Petroleum Re¬ 
serve and set aside as an 
emergency oil supply for 
the Navy. It covers 35,625 
square miles (92,269 sq. ki¬ 
lometers), about the size of 
Indiana. 

Former Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar in 2013 an¬ 
nounced a management 
plan that split the reserve's 
acreage roughly in half 
between conservation ar¬ 
eas and land available for 
petroleum development. 
Salazar said oil compa¬ 
nies would have access to 
nearly three-fourths of the 
estimated economically 
recoverable oil in the re¬ 
serve. □ 
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Authorities: Wave of hoax bomb threats made across U.S. 


NEW YORK (AP) — A wave 
of bomb threats emailed 
Thursday to hundreds of 
schools, businesses and 
government buildings 
across the U.S. triggered 
searches, evacuations and 
fear — but there were no 
signs of explosives, and au¬ 
thorities said the scare ap¬ 
peared to be a crude ex¬ 
tortion attempt. 

Law enforcement agen¬ 
cies across the country dis¬ 
missed the threats, saying 
they were meant to cause 
disruption and compel re¬ 
cipients into sending mon¬ 
ey and were not consid¬ 
ered credible. 

Some of the emails had the 
subject line: “Think Twice.” 
They were sent from a 
spoofed email address. The 
sender claimed to have 
had an associate plant a 
small bomb in the recipi¬ 
ent’s building and that the 
only way to stop him from 
setting it off was by mak¬ 
ing an online payment of 
$20,000 in Bitcoin. 

“We are currently monitor¬ 
ing multiple bomb threats 



A police officer removes police tape along California Street in San Francisco, Thursday, Dec. 13, 


2018. 

that have been sent elec¬ 
tronically to various loca¬ 
tions throughout the city,” 
the New York City Police 
Department’s counterter¬ 
rorism unit tweeted. “These 
threats are also being re¬ 
ported to other locations 
nationwide & are NOT 
considered credible at this 


time.” 

Other law enforcement 
agencies also dismissed 
the threats, which were 
written in a choppy style 
reminiscent of the Nigerian 
prince email scam. 

The Palm Beach County, 
Florida, sheriff’s office and 
the Boise, Idaho, police 


Associated Press 

said they had no reason to 
believe that threats made 
to locations in those areas 
were credible. One of the 
emails wound up in a spam 
filter, Boise Police Chief Wil¬ 
liam Bones said. 

The FBI said it is assisting law 
enforcement agencies that 
are dealing with the threats. 


“As always, we encourage 
the public to remain vigi¬ 
lant and to promptly report 
suspicious activities which 
could represent a threat 
to public safety,” the FBI 
said in a statement. Across 
the country, some schools 
closed early and others 
were evacuated or placed 
on lockdown because of 
the hoax. Authorities said a 
threat emailed to a school 
in Troy, Missouri, about 55 
miles (88 kilometers) north¬ 
east of St. Louis, was sent 
from Russia. 

The bomb threats also 
prompted evacuations at 
city hall in Aurora, Illinois, 
the offices of the News & 
Observer in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, a suburban At¬ 
lanta courthouse and busi¬ 
nesses in Detroit. 
“Organizations nationwide, 
both public and private, 
have reported receiving 
emailed bomb threats to¬ 
day,” Michigan State Po¬ 
lice spokeswoman Shan¬ 
non Banner said. “They are 
not targeted toward any 
one specific sector.”Q 


Man puts up sculpture of middle 
finger as a message to town 


By LISA RATHKE 
Associated Press 
WESTFORD, Vt. (AP) — A 

Vermont man who is in an 
ongoing dispute with his 
town has let officials know 
exactly how he feels by 
erecting a large wooden 
sculpture of a fist with the 
middle finger raised on his 
front lawn. 

Ted Pelkey said Thursday 


that he has been trying for 
about 10 years to move 
his truck repair and recy¬ 
cling business to his prop¬ 
erty but has been unable 
to get a permit. He paid 
about $3,000 to have the 
roughly 7-foot-tall (2-meter- 
tall) sculpture carved with 
a chain saw. In Novem¬ 
ber, he put it on a 16-foot 
(4.8-meter) pole with lights 


where it can be seen from 
the road. 

“I wasn’t trying to get fame 
out of it at all.... I'm just 
mad,” he said. “I just got 
pushed in the corner, and 
it's just I’m done with it.” 
Since the sculpture went 
up, people have been 
stopping by during the day 
and even night to take 
photos of it and with itO 



Ted Pelkey stands in front of a wooden sculpture on his front 
lawn on Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018, in Westford, Vt. 

Associated Press 






















FRIDAY 14 DECEMBER 


EWORLD NEWS 



Official: Police kill man thought to be France shooter 



French police officers stand in the Neudorf neighborhood, in Strasbourg, eastern France, Thursday, 
Dec. 13, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
ELAINE GANLEY 
MSTYSLAV CHERNOV 
Associated Press 
STRASBOURG, France (AP) 
— A man suspected of be¬ 
ing the gunman who killed 
three people near a Christ¬ 
mas market in Strasbourg 
died in a shootout with po¬ 
lice Thursday following a 
two-day manhunt. 

Interior Minister Christophe 
Castaner said the dead 
man’s identity hasn’t been 
confirmed yet. But Castan¬ 
er said the “individual cor¬ 
responds to the description 
of the person sought since 
Tuesday night," 29-year-old 
Cherif Chekatt. 

A top police official also 
told The Associated Press 
that “everything indicates” 
the man was Chekatt. 
The official could not be 
named because he is not 
authorized to speak pub¬ 
licly on ongoing investiga¬ 
tions. 

Castaner said the suspect 
opened fire on police 
Thursday night when offi¬ 
cials tried to arrest him. 

“The moment they tried 
to arrest him, he turned 
around and opened fired. 
They replied,” Castaner 
said. 

A local police official, who 
also spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the man 
who shot at police was 


armed with a pistol and a 
knife. 

The shooting occurred in 
the Neudorf neighborhood 
of Strasbourg, where police 
searched intensively earlier 
Thursday for Cherif Chekatt, 
a 29-year-old suspected of 
being the Christmas market 
gunman. 

Chekatt is accused of kill¬ 
ing three people and 
wounding 13 on Tuesday 
night. Castaner said earlier 
Thursday that three of the 
injured had been released 
from hospital and three 


others were fighting for 
their lives. 

More than 700 officers were 
deployed to find Chek¬ 
att, who had a long crimi¬ 
nal record and had been 
flagged for extremism, gov¬ 
ernment spokesman Benja¬ 
min Griveaux told CNews 
television. 

Asked about the instruc¬ 
tions they received, 
Griveaux said the focus 
was catching Chekatt “as 
soon as possible,” dead or 
alive, and to “put an end to 
the manhunt.” 


Security forces, including 
the elite Raid squad, spent 
two hours searching in Neu¬ 
dorf on Thursday based 
on “supposition only” that 
Chekatt could have been 
hiding in a building nearby 
two days after the attack, 
a French police official 
said. Chekatt grew up in 
Neudorf. 

Chekatt allegedly shouted 
“God is great!” in Arabic 
and sprayed gunfire from 
a security zone near the 
Christmas market Tuesday 
evening. Authorities said 


he was wounded during an 
exchange of fire with secu¬ 
rity forces and a taxi driver 
dropped him off in Neudorf 
after he escaped. 
Prosecutors opened a ter¬ 
ror investigation. More than 
700 officers were deployed 
to find Chekatt, who had 
a long criminal record 
and had been flagged 
for extremism, govern¬ 
ment spokesman Benjamin 
Griveaux told CNews tele¬ 
vision. 

Asked about the instruc¬ 
tions they received, 
Griveaux said the focus 
was catching Chekatt “as 
soon as possible," dead or 
alive, and to “put an end to 
the manhunt.” 

So far, five people have 
been arrested and re¬ 
manded in custody in con¬ 
nection with the investiga¬ 
tion, including Chekatt’s 
parents and two of his 
brothers. 

The Paris prosecutor's of¬ 
fice said the fifth, who was 
arrested Thursday at an un¬ 
disclosed location, was a 
member of Chekatt's “en¬ 
tourage” but not a family 
member. France has raised 
its three-stage threat index 
to the highest level since 
the attack and deployed 
1,800 additional soldiers 
across the country to help 
patrol streets and secure 
crowded events. □ 


Turkey train crash leaves 9 dead, dozens injured 


By BURHAN OZBILICI 
SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — A 

high-speed train hit a rail¬ 
way engine and crashed 
into a pedestrian overpass 
Thursday at a station in the 
Turkish capital of Ankara, 
killing nine people and in¬ 
juring dozens, officials said. 
The 6:30 a.m. train from 
Ankara to the central Turk¬ 
ish city of Konya collided 
head-on with the engine, 
which was checking the 
tracks at the capital's small 
Marsandiz station. Trans¬ 
port Minister Mehmet Cahit 
Turhan told reporters af¬ 
ter inspecting the site. The 
high-speed train, which the 
Anadolu Agency said was 



Members of rescue services work at the scene of a train accident 
in Ankara, Turkey, Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018. 


carrying 206 passengers, 
usually passes through that 
station without stopping. 

At least two cars derailed, 
hitting the station’s over- 


Associated Press 

pass, which then collapsed 
onto the train. Three engine 
drivers and six passengers 
were killed in the crash, 
Turhan said. One passen¬ 


ger died after being hos¬ 
pitalized while the others 
were killed at the scene. 
Television footage showed 
emergency services work¬ 
ing to rescue passengers 
from wrangled cars and 
debris. Hurriyet newspaper 
said sniffer dogs assisted ef¬ 
forts to find survivors. Turhan 
said later no one else was 
believed to be trapped. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
if a signaling problem 
caused the crash. Authori¬ 
ties detained three state 
railway employees over 
suspected negligence and 
President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan vowed a thorough 
investigation. 

Passenger Ayse Ozyurt told 
the IHA news agency that 


the accident occurred 12 
minutes after the train left 
the main station and that it 
had not yet gained its max¬ 
imum speed. 

“The train was not fast at 
that time yet,” she said. 
“Suddenly, there was a 
frightening breakage ... 
and the train was off the 
rail.” Konya, about 260 ki¬ 
lometers (160 miles) south 
of Ankara, is home to the 
tomb of the Sufi mystic and 
poet Jalaladdin Rumi, at¬ 
tracting thousands of pil¬ 
grims and tourists. The crash 
occurred during an annual 
week of remembrance for 
Rumi, when many travel to 
Konya to watch Whirling 
Dervishes, members of a 
Sufi sect, perform. □ 
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UNICEF: 2 million children in Syria still out of schools 


By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Even though 
Syria’s civil war is winding 
down, 2 million of the coun¬ 
try's children are still out of 
schools and it will likely take 
years and a lot of funding 
to help overcome the scars 
of the seven-year conflict, 
the head of the U.N. chil¬ 
dren’s agency said Thurs¬ 
day. 

UNICEF's Executive Direc¬ 
tor Henrietta Fore said the 
agency has a shortfall of 
$95 million this year and 
has appealed for funds. 
She expects the agency’s 
needs to swell even more 
only in 2019 as more refu¬ 
gees return to Syria and in¬ 
ternally displaced people 
move back to their homes. 
Speaking to The Associ¬ 
ated Press in Beirut after re¬ 
turning from a visit to Syria, 
she said schools that have 
not been destroyed by war 
are packed with students 
although some of them 
lack electricity or even 


UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press 
after returning from a visit to Syria, in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018. 

Associated Press 


doors and windows. Fore 
spent five days touring ar¬ 
eas recaptured earlier this 
year by government forces 
from insurgents including 
the Damascus eastern sub¬ 


Pope to visit Bulgaria, Macedonia 
in May in busy travel year 


urb of Douma, the southern 
province of Daraa and ar¬ 
eas in the central provinces 
of Homs and Hama. 
Speaking about Douma, 
Fore said that for families 
that have returned to the 
suburb “it is very difficult. I 
mean they are looking for 
water, they're looking for 


food. This is winter time in 
Syria, its cold but with just 
a little of plastic sheeting 
you cannot close in these 
apartments that are amid 
the rubble.” 

“The living conditions are 
extremely difficult,” Fore 
said. “The destruction is 
widespread. The donor 



community has been gen¬ 
erous but we need to stay 
the course. The needs are 
enormous.” Syria’s conflict 
that began in March 2011 
has impacted children 
heavily, many of whom 
have been killed or wound¬ 
ed. The Britain-based Syr¬ 
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights, a war monitor, re¬ 
leased a death toll for the 
conflict this week saying 
that among the half a mil¬ 
lion people killed over the 
past seven years, 20,819 
were children or teenagers. 
The war has also wounded 
more than a million per¬ 
sons, including children 
who lost their limbs as a 
result of bombardment or 
touching unexploded ord¬ 
nance. 

Fore said UNICEF and its 
partners are working on 
psychosocial support for 
the children who’ve been 
through too much violence 
and mine awareness pro¬ 
gram is one of the most im¬ 
portant required now. She 
added that some three 
million children are trying 
to learn about unexploded 
ordnances. □ 



Pope Francis leaves after he celebrated Mass on the occasion 
of the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, in St. Peter's Basilica at 
the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2018. 


Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis is travelling in May 
to the Orthodox countries 
of Bulgaria and Macedo¬ 
nia, where he will pay trib¬ 
ute to Macedonian-born 
Mother Teresa, officials 
said Thursday. During the 
May 5-7 trip, Francis will visit 
the Bulgarian cities of Sofia 
and Rakovski, followed by 
a stop in the Macedonian 
capital Skopje en route 
home, the Vatican said. 
Francis canonized Mother 
Theresa as St. Theresa of 
Calcutta in September 


Associated Press 

2016 for her dedication to 
serving the poor. She was 
born Agnese Gonhxe Bo- 
jahxiu in Skopje in 1910 and 
died in Calcutta in 1997, 
where she spent much of 
her life. The former Soviet 
republic of Bulgaria, too, is 
mostly Orthodox and host¬ 
ed St. John Paul II in 2002. 
During that visit, the Polish- 
born John Paul tried to 
put to rest suspicion that 
Bulgaria’s secret service 
was behind Turkish gun¬ 
man Mehmet Ali Agca’s 
attempt to kill him in St. Pe¬ 
ter's Square in 1981 .□ 
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Yemen’s port city of Aden shows challenge of peace 



A soldier allied to Yemen’s internationally recognized government stands guard at the fish market in Aden, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 


By JON GAMBRELL 
MALAK HARB 
Associated Press 
ADEN, Yemen (AP) — Ye¬ 
men’s government nearly 
saw itself pushed into the 
sea by advancing reb¬ 
els here three years ago. 
Now the port city of Aden 
shows the challenges that 
will likely still plague the na¬ 
tion following any potential 
peace agreement. 

Bursts of heavy machine 
gun fire still punctuates the 
nights in Aden, now the 
seat of the internationally 
recognized government, a 
city marked with war-shat¬ 
tered buildings and ques¬ 
tions over what an end to 
Yemen’s conflict might 
mean for a region where 
secessionist flags appear to 
fly everywhere. 

As a round of peace talks 
in Sweden ended Thurs¬ 
day between the govern¬ 
ment and Houthi rebels, 
foreign journalists on a tour 
organized by the Saudi- 
led military coalition saw 
a city needing huge sums 
of money and aid. A Cen¬ 
tral Bank official spoke of 
a hoped-for infusion of $3 
billion by Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates, un¬ 
derscoring the long road 
ahead for the Arab world’s 
poorest country as U.S. law¬ 
makers grow increasingly 
uneasy about America’s 
role in the conflict. 

“The road ahead is ex¬ 
tremely difficult," said 
Adam Baron, a Yemen 
analyst at the European 
Council on Foreign Rela¬ 
tions and the Washing- 
ton-based think tank New 
America. “Security issues 
remain extremely perilous 
in the city of Aden, the 
economy remains in deep 
trouble and the currency 
continues to fluctuate.” 
Yemen, the southern un¬ 
dercarriage of the Arabian 
Peninsula also home to oil- 
rich Saudi Arabia and the 
Dubai skyscrapers of the 
United Arab Emirates, was 
torn by decades of warfare 
prior to this current conflict. 
Rebels known as Houthis 
stormed into the capital, 
Sanaa, in September 2014 
and later seized power 
from the country's interna¬ 
tionally recognized govern¬ 


13, 2018. 

ment. 

The Houthis, an armed 
group of followers of the 
Zaidi sect of Shiite Islam, 
pushed government forces 
south and almost entirely 
out of Aden before Saudi 
and Emirati forces backed 
by other nations like the U.S. 
launched a war against 
them in March 2015. They 
still hold Sanaa and sur¬ 
rounding areas in Yemen’s 
north. 

More than 60,000 people 
have been killed in Ye¬ 
men's war since 2016, ac¬ 
cording to the U.S.-based 
Armed Conflict Location 
& Event Data Project, 
or ACLED, which tracks the 
conflict. The fighting has 
also displaced 2 million oth¬ 
ers, spawned a cholera 
epidemic and pushed the 
country to the brink of fam¬ 
ine as emaciated children 
die of malnutrition. Millions 
wake up hungry each day, 
not knowing from where 
their next meal will come. 
On the surface, life ap¬ 
pears to be humming on 
in Aden. Fishermen secure 
their catches in the sun- 
soaked waters of the Gulf 
of Aden. Cashiers thump 
through giant wads of cash 
at the Central Bank. 

But Yemen’s currency, 
though making recent 


gains, has heavily depreci¬ 
ated in the war. Govern¬ 
ment salaries, a major eco¬ 
nomic driver, dried up for 
those in Houthi-controlled 
areas. 

“We need international 
support in the upcoming 
year to fill the gap and al¬ 
low us to pay salaries to Ye¬ 
meni citizens,” said Maeen 
Abdulmalik Saeed, the 
prime minister of Yemen's 
internationally recognized 
government. “Support¬ 
ing Yemen's economy will 
largely impact the humani¬ 
tarian situation in Yemen.” 
Saudi Arabia has depos¬ 
ited billions into Yemen's 
Central Bank to support 
the country. Officials hope 
another $3 billion soon will 
come from Kuwait and 
the UAE, said Shokeib Ho- 
beishy, the deputy head of 
Central Bank. 

“Oil exports used to amount 
to 76 percent of the coun¬ 
try's income,” Hobeishy 
said. “This is one of the main 
reasons that we stress the 
importance of resuming 
Yemen’s capability to ex¬ 
port oil.” 

Yet Western fatigue with the 
Saudi-led war is growing. 
The killing and dismember¬ 
ment of Washington Post 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi 
at the kingdom’s consul¬ 


ate in Istanbul, allegedly by 
members of Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman’s 
royal entourage, has fueled 
the anger of U.S. lawmak¬ 
ers. Already, the U.S. refu¬ 
eling of Saudi warplanes 
has stopped after months 
of indiscriminate airstrikes 
on hospitals and markets, 
killing civilians. 

Saeed, Yemen’s prime min¬ 
ister, invoked the regional 
threat from Iran as a reason 
America needed to remain 
involved in the conflict, 
something earlier echoed 
on a trip last month to Ye¬ 
men by U.S. Ambassador 
Matthew Tueller. United 
Nations experts. Western 
nations and analysts say 
Iran supplies the Houthis 
with weapons ranging from 
assault rifles up to the bal¬ 
listic missiles the rebels can 
now fire deeply into Saudi 
Arabia to target its capital, 
Riyadh. Iran denies arming 
the rebels. 

“Yemen's security and the 
stability of the region is the 
most important thing right 
now," Saeed said. “The 
United States’ decision 
should take into account 
what Iran is doing in the re¬ 
gion and the role it plays in 
Yemen.” 

Peace talks over ending 
the war wrapped up Thurs- 


Associated Press 

day in Rimbo, Sweden, with 
the warring sides agreeing 
to a cease-fire in the stra¬ 
tegic port city of Hodeida, 
where fighting has disrupt¬ 
ed vital aid deliveries for 
the entire country, and a 
withdrawal of combatants 
from the city’s front lines. 
The agreement is con¬ 
sidered an important first 
step toward further talks in 
January aimed at draw¬ 
ing down the stalemated 
conflict. However, more 
conflicts lurk just beneath 
the war. Throughout Aden, 
murals bore the flag of the 
former Communist South 
Yemen. Even soldiers es¬ 
corting foreign journalists in 
Aden flew the tricolor red, 
white and black flag, its 
light blue chevron and red 
star flapping in the wind. 
“It’s quite clear that many 
Southern secessionists are 
now empowered; the key 
moving forward is going 
to be the solution to the 
southern issue,” said Baron, 
the Yemen analyst. “Ye¬ 
men will not have any sort 
of wider-range stability until 
the southern issue is dealt 
with in some form, and I 
think that’s something ob¬ 
vious that you can’t ignore 
if you’re walking or driv¬ 
ing through the streets of 
Aden.'O 
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Top al-Shabab defector-turned-Somalia candidate is arrested 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 10,2018 file photo, Mukhtar Robow, who 
was once deputy leader of Africa’s deadliest Islamic extremist 
group the al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab, speaks at a press 
conference about his candidacy for a regional presidency, in 
Baidoa, Somalia. 

Associated Press 


By ABDI GULED 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 

The former No. 2 leader of 
Somalia’s al-Shabab ex¬ 
tremist group, who is now 
a top candidate in a re¬ 
gional election next week, 
was arrested on Thursday, 
prompting violent protests 
in which four people were 
killed, officials said. 

Mukhtar Robow, once 
al-Shabab's spokesman, 
was arrested by Ethiopian 
troops that are part of the 
African Union peacekeep¬ 
ing forces supporting So¬ 
malia’s federal govern¬ 
ment, Nur Ahmed, an elec¬ 
toral official in Southwest 
state, told The Associated 
Press. 

The arrest could re-ignite 
old tensions between So¬ 
malia and neighboring 
Ethiopia. 

Robow was flown from 
Baidoa to the capital, 
Mogadishu, said a Somali 
intelligence official, who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he was not 
authorized to speak to the 
media. 

In a statement, Somalia's 
security ministry confirmed 


Robow’s arrest, citing the 
federal government's ear¬ 
lier ban on his candidacy 
and alleging that he had 
failed to renounce extrem¬ 
ist ideology. The statement 
also accused Robow of 
mobilizing armed forces 
to threaten the security of 
Baidoa. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Ethiopia or 
the AU force, AMISOM. 
Robow made a high-profile 


defection last year from al- 
Shabab, Africa’s most ac¬ 
tive extremist group, and is 
now running to be region¬ 
al president of Southwest 
state in elections sched¬ 
uled for Dec. 19. His de¬ 
fection was welcomed by 
Somalia’s government, but 
not his candidacy, which 
appeared to take some of¬ 
ficials by surprise. 

The Ethiopian soldiers ar¬ 
rested Robow at the re¬ 


gional president’s resi¬ 
dence in Baidoa, accord¬ 
ing to witnesses. The region¬ 
al candidates had been 
summoned for a meeting 
there. Somali police ac¬ 
companied Ethiopian sol¬ 
diers in the arrest, officials 
said. 

Gunfire erupted in Baidoa 
as Robow’s supporters pro¬ 
tested his arrest. 

Armed militias thought to 
be linked to Robow were 
seen on the streets, said 
police Col. Ahmed Abdi. 

At least four people were 
killed, including an Ethio¬ 
pian soldier, in the clash¬ 
es between troops and 
armed men thought to be 
Robow’s supporters, Abdi 
said. The Ethiopian army 
deployed tanks and hun¬ 
dreds of soldiers in Baidoa 
following the fighting, he 
said. 

The lanky, bearded Robow 
last year had a $5 million 
bounty on his head, of¬ 
fered by the U.S. govern¬ 
ment, but the reward was 
dropped before he defect¬ 
ed from al-Shabab. 
Although he is blamed for 
directing much of the reb¬ 
els’ violence, he is general¬ 


ly popular in the Southwest 
region. Robow’s contro¬ 
versial campaign exposed 
the rift between Somalia’s 
federal government based 
in Mogadishu and the re¬ 
gional government. 

Worried about Robow’s 
popularity, the federal gov¬ 
ernment had sent at least 
one high-level official to 
try to persuade him to step 
aside. 

“I was asked to relinquish 
my candidacy but I’m tell¬ 
ing you that... I will be run¬ 
ning for president,” Robow 
told supporters in October. 
“With the help of God, we 
will win and peace will win.” 
The U.S. military’s Africa 
command, which carried 
out operations against al- 
Shabab alongside Somali 
and AU forces, said it was 
aware of the reports of Ro- 
bow's arrest. 

The arrest was criticized 
by Rashid Abdi, an analyst 
with the International Crisis 
Group. 

“A thoroughly daft move 
on part of the Ethiopians,” 
said Abdi in a tweet. “They 
have now made him a 
martyr; increased his popu¬ 
larity even more.”0 
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EVERYDAY FRESH CATCH 
NO SERVICE CHARGE 


OUR SPECIALS NIGHTS 

MONDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT FAJITAS $22.50 
TUESDAY: SCHNITZEL NIGHT $21.50 
WEDNESDAY: GROUPER NIGHT $23.50 
THURSDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ RIBS $23.50 
FRIDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ NIGHT $23.50 
SATURDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT STEAK NIGHT $25.50 


•v5£j 


RESERVATIONS CALL: +297 586 5420 WWW.BARNEYSARUBA.COM PALM BEACH 21 A NOORD 
EMAIL: EAT@BARNEYSARUBA.COM, ALSO AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE EVENTS 
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SEATING 


1 ALL YOU 
CAN EAT! 

BBQ buffet 


BEACH 




S ARUBA 
WINE 
ID1NE 


BAR S. RESTAURANT 


6 PM- 10 PM 


All-yoU'Can-eot ribs, beef 
skewers, sausage, grouper 
and shrimp. On the side: com 
on the cob, Caribbean rice, 
potatoes, soups, sauces and 
a salad bar. 


Located on the beach between Holiday Inn and Marriott's Surf Club, Palm Beach 

T: +297 536 5365 ■ E: moombobeach@arubawineanddine.com ■ www.moombabeach.conn 


FRIDAY & SUNDAY 

BBQ BUFFET 


Venezuela’s El Nacional newspaper to cease print edition 



A view of El Nacional’s newsroom, Venezuela’s last nationally circulated, opposition newspaper, 
in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Venezuela's last nation¬ 
ally circulated, anti-gov¬ 
ernment newspaper will 
stop publishing its print edi¬ 
tion amid unrelenting gov¬ 
ernment pressure and pa¬ 
per shortages, editors said 
Thursday. 

El Nacional’s final edition 
will run Friday after 75 years 
in print. It will become an 
exclusively online publica¬ 
tion. 

Upon learning of the 
changes to come, editors 
and reporters in the Cara¬ 
cas newsroom said they 
were undaunted, ready to 
press ahead and continue 
bringing critical news to 
readers. 

“They won’t beat us. We’re 
not defeated,” said gener¬ 
al manager Jorge Makrini- 
otis, who recalled growing 
up with the paper in his 
family’s home. “It's impor¬ 
tant to note that." 

El Nacional is known for its 
harsh criticism of the gov¬ 
ernment of Venezuela, a 


once-wealthy oil nation 
that has been plunged into 
economic turmoil under 
two decades of socialist 
rule. 

Both the late President 
Hugo Chavez and his suc¬ 
cessor, Nicolas Maduro, 


have had strained relations 
with the media and ac¬ 
cused journalists of contrib¬ 
uting to anti-government 
plots and publishing fake 
news. 

El Nacional joins more than 
a dozen local newspapers 


that in recent years have 
stopped circulating due to 
the lack of imported paper 
and the economic crisis 
striking media companies 
across the country. 

“We've endured longer 
than the others,” Miguel 


Otero, El Nacional’s presi¬ 
dent and CEO, told the 
Spanish newspaper ABC. 
“But in the end we could 
not persist.” 

Venezuelan journalists work 
under the threat of jail or 
crushing lawsuits, driving 
several abroad fearing for 
their personal safety. A pro- 
government constitutional 
assembly created last year 
has passed a law decree¬ 
ing up to 20 years in pris¬ 
on for publishing material 
deemed hateful. 

Journalists working at on¬ 
line news publications of¬ 
ten complain of what they 
call government censor¬ 
ship done by blocking web 
searches through internet 
providers stopping readers 
from seeing their stories. 
Since August, El Nacional 
had cut back from print¬ 
ing daily to just five days 
a week. The newspaper 
does not release its circu¬ 
lation numbers, but editors 
say their print readers have 
dramatically shrunk in the 
last several years.Q 


Mexico leader says he talked with Trump about migrants, jobs 


Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — 

Mexico’s leftist President 
Andres Manuel Lopez Ob- 
rador said he spoke by 
telephone Wednesday 
with U.S. President Donald 
Trump about migration and 
job creation. 

The issue came to the fore 
last month when a caravan 
of about 7,000 migrants ar¬ 
rived in the border city of 
Tijuana and some attempt¬ 
ed to enter the United 
States. 


“In respectful and friendly 
terms, we spoke about the 
migration issue and the 
possibility of implementing 
a joint program of devel¬ 
opment and job creation 
in Central America and our 
country,” Lopez Obrador 
wrote in his Twitter account. 
The Mexican president has 
called on the United States 
to join in a “Marshall Plan" 
effort to commit about $20 
billion in public and pri¬ 
vate investment in Central 
America to create jobs, so 


people there won't have 
to emigrate. 

Despite their differences in 
background and policy, 
the relationship between 
the two leaders has been 
quite cordial. 

Lopez Obrador, who took 
office Dec. 1, has said he 
hopes to make migration a 
choice, not a necessity, for 
poor people of the region. 
Earlier Wednesday, Mex¬ 
ico's top security official 
said the government will 
close off illegal entries at 


its southern border with 
Guatemala, but didn’t say 
exactly how the country 
plans to accomplish that 
daunting task. 

Interior Secretary Olga San¬ 
chez Cordero said the new 
administration will end the 
practice of undocument¬ 
ed or illegal crossings over 
the Suchiate River, which 
marks much of the border 
between Mexico and Gua¬ 
temala. 

“In the south there will 
be only one entry, on the 


bridge,” she said. 

“Anyone who wants to en¬ 
ter illegally, we are going 
to say: ‘Get in line and you 
can enter our country.’” 
Sanchez Cordero offered 
no details on how that 
would be done, however. 

In late October, Mexican 
authorities briefly tried to 
block a migrant caravan 
from crossing the river with 
ranks of police and military 
personnel, a helicopter 
and boats but the migrants 
crossed anyway.Q 
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It’s A Wrap 



ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today will 
launch it’s very first video of the se¬ 
ries ‘Ask Pilar’ on Monday, Decem¬ 
ber 17 th , 2018 at Facebook Aruba 
Today and on our website www. 
arubatoday.com. Let us introduce 
to you this fresh new project and 
the people behind the camera. 

Why a video? Besides our free daily 
newspaper, our posts on Facebook 
and Instagram and our website 
content, we started evaluating the 
plans for short video's about a year 
ago. The concept was created by 
Aruba Today’s Editor-in-Chief Linda 
Reijnders to add variation to Aruba 
Today. “There is more to this island 
than palm trees and beaches, and 


in our videos we wish to inform and 
educate the visitor by showing lo¬ 
cal places of any kind. We are all 
new to this, but goal is not to de¬ 
liver a technical perfect result, 
moreover motivate with the con¬ 
tent and topic as well as the good 
energy coming from it.” Aruba To¬ 
day will publish two or more videos 
per week and the concept will be 
interactive_ meaning that as the 
title of the video ‘Ask Pilar ‘already 
reveals, the viewer has the tool 
to actually ask about the topics 
shown or maybe even suggest a 
location/topic for a video. Just ask 
our host Pilar through Facebook 
comments or messenger. 




THE TEAM 

Pilar Flores, 33 years old, is the jolly 
Video Host of ‘Ask Pilar’. She loves 
doing the videos because she gets 
to meet a lot of nice people and 
know many interesting places. “I 
hope with it that people will get to 
know and love Aruba the way us 
locals do.” Flores is the Executive 
Editor at Bon Dia Newspaper, Aru¬ 
ba Today’s sister, where she is fond 
of being up to date on all the cur¬ 
rent happenings and having the 
inside scoop. She has a Bachelor of 
Theology, achieved in Aberdeen, 
Scotland and a Masters of Applied 
Ethics in Utrecht, The Netherlands. 
“In my leisure time I like to walk in 
Arikok National park, play with my 
three cats, color and spend time 
with my boyfriend.” 

The one capturing the images with 
his camera and editing them into 
the end result is our videographer, 
Juan Luis Pinto Softer, a Marketing 
major at the University of Aruba. “I 
chose marketing because I want¬ 
ed a career that kept me physical¬ 
ly and mentally active. As a junior 
marketer there is a lot of moving 
around, I can’t begin to imagine 


what the real world will be like.” 
His hobbies include photography, 
gaming, and working on his car. 
“I am not a car mechanic, how¬ 
ever YouTube helps a lot and I find 
it very therapeutic to put every¬ 
thing aside and work on this piece 
of metal that helps me move long 
distances.” Juan Luis loves to cap¬ 
ture moments with his camera and 
edits them into a dynamic video. 
Video Director of ‘Ask Pilar’ is Linda 
Reijnders, working in this current po¬ 
sition since July 2017 and previous 
to that, she spent six years with the 
local newspaper in Dutch, Amigoe 
di Aruba as a journalist and Editor- 
in-Chief of the magazine H&H. “I 
love working in the media, I love to 
write, create, connect, inform and 
educate. Working with young, tal¬ 
ented and motivated people like 
Juan Luis and Pilar is a blessing to 
me. We really enjoy making these 
Aruba Peeks and we for sure hope 
that rubs off to the viewer.” 

Check us out on Facebook Aruba 
Today or the website www.aruba- 
today.com and do not forget to 
like and share! Thank you for your 
support. □ 
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Fashion on the Catwalk 


ORANJESTAD — Once a year, our beautiful island becomes a giant 
runway, showcasing the most incredible creations by fashion de¬ 
signers from Aruba and all over the world. Aruba's Fashion & Luxury 
Tourism Week is an international event held annually in the paradi¬ 
siacal island of Aruba to effectively invite High Profile Travelers and 
offer them an unforgettable 3-Day fashion & luxury travel Experience 
in Aruba. Tonight is the first night in a row of three. Make sure you take 
your seat and enjoy the view. 





At 6 PM the show will start at the pier of 
Renaissance’s Marketplace. Runway line¬ 
up for tonight is: future designers, PATILLA 
SWIMWEAR, P.D.H.S. and CARMEN STEF¬ 
FENS. From 9.30 on the music lineup will 
present ESHA LIVE and DJANE MAJO. 
Tomorrow, Saturday December 15th, LA- 
BELLAMAFIA, SIMILARES / ANDREA GRADOS, 
CARLOS NIETO and AGUA BENDITA will show 
their collection on the runway between 6 
and 10 PM, after music will be performed by 
HOMEYPOT LIVE and DJANE MAJO. Same 
location at Renaissance Marketplace pier. 
The last day is Sunday December 16th and 
that day the catwalk will be taken between 
6 and 10 PM by designers and brands DANI- 
ELLA BATLLE, BAHAMAMAMA, OLGA BO- 
LANOS and GIANNINA AZAR. Music perfor¬ 
mances from 10 PM by DJ DANVILLE and 
MR FELLOW. 

Please check out more information on 
Facebook Aruba Fashion Week or the web¬ 
site www.arubafashionweek.com.O 
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100,000 POINTS AWARDED EACH DAY* 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 25 points or 4 table credits and swipe at 
any kiosk to play. Play up to five times each day. 

5m? fix 




Open daily 1 Oam to 4am J£ Irausquin Bivd#47 

583,5000 1 castnoa I Ka mbraxo m 

• .... • 
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CASINO AND SHOPS . 


THE SHOPS 


We're giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play to 
lucky slot and fable game 
players every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 


AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Solon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - We would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send 
us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Aruba to 

me is. Send your picture with 

that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@ 
arubatoday.com and we will 
publish your vacation memory. 

Isn’t that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? Please 
do note: By submitting photos, text 
or any other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, etc. 
for promotional purposes without 
compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our 
website and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to make you 
a happy reader every day again.Q 




















FRIDAY 14 DECEMBER 


A16 lL0CAL 



The Nutcracker hosted by Kozlov Dance Academy 




ORANJESTAD — It’s that time of the year again, 
Kozlov Dance academy is ready to present to 
you this wonderful show ‘The Nutcracker’. 


The Nutcracker is one of the most beautiful, 
theatrical, staged ballets. The popularity 


of the ballet is immense and it provides an 
unforgettable spark to everyone's holiday 
season. The ballerinas are very busy rehearsing 
in the studio. They are ready to give you a 
magnificent show. The dedication, energy and 
passion they put into this show is admirable. 


Come see all the talented students on stage 
at Cas di Cultura (Aruba’s cultural house) in 
Oranjestad on Saturday December 15th at 7 
PM or Sunday December 16th at 5 PM. 

For more information check out their facebook 
page Kozlov Dance Academy .□ 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 



PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Richardson 
of the Aruba Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly 
visitors as Goodwill Ambassador and Emerald 
Ambassador. The Goodwill Ambassador is pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as 


a token of appreciation to the guests who visit 
Aruba 20 years and more consecutively. The 
Emerald Ambassador is presented to guests 
who visit Aruba 35 years and more consecu¬ 
tively. 


The honorees are Dave and Adrienne McGill 
from Arizona, Andras and Elizabeth Piczer from 
Ohio, and Ken and Linda Thomas. 

These lovely couples stated that they love the 
island very much, especially for the nice sandy 
beaches, delicious variety of foods, and Aru¬ 
ba’s warm and friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson together with the representa¬ 
tives of the Costa Linda Beach Resort presented 
the certificate to the honorees, and also hand¬ 
ed over some presents and thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation des¬ 
tination and as their home away from home. Q 
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Retired NHL hockey referee 
Paul Stewart poses with his 
plaque before being inducted 
into the U.S. Hockey Hall of 
Fame, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 
2018, in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 

Former referee 
Paul Stewart 
wants women 
officiating 
in NHL 

By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Paul Stewart has a very big 
goal for the next stage of 
his already lengthy hockey 
career, and that's help¬ 
ing women follow in his 
footsteps by officiating in 
the NHL. Stewart, being in¬ 
ducted Wednesday night 
into the U.S. Hockey Hall 
of Fame , said Katie Guay 
will be working the upcom¬ 
ing Beanpot tournament 
in Boston after being an 
official at the 2018 Winter 
Olympics. Stewart, who 
refereed 1,010 NHL regular- 
season games, 49 Stanley 
Cup playoff games and 
two NHL All-Star Games, 
says he had a small part in 
helping Guay. “I want to 
see someone break that 
glass ceiling,” Stewart said. 
“It doesn’t take an X or Y 
chromosome to put your 
arm in the air and call a 
penalty. It only takes brains 
and guts. And that's it. My 
next goal is to have lots of 
great women officiating.” 

Continued on Page 23 
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Free agent reliever Familia reaches deal to return to Mets 


By BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The re¬ 
vamped New York Mets 
bullpen is set to include a 
very familiar face — long¬ 
time reliever Jeurys Familia. 
Familia reached agree¬ 
ment on a $30 million, three- 
year deal late Wednesday 
night with the team that 
traded him away last sum¬ 
mer. The contract won't be 
complete until he passes a 
physical. 

The 29-year-old righty will 
join a Mets bullpen that re¬ 
cently added major league 
saves leader Edwin Diaz in 
a trade with Seattle that 
also netted longtime All- 
Star second baseman Rob¬ 
inson Cano, a move made 
by new general manager 
Brodie Van Wagenen. 
Before leaving the winter 
meetings Thursday, Van 
Wagenen said the Mets 
liked Familia because of his 
“age, performance, rep¬ 
ertoire and comfort being 
able to handle our mar¬ 
ket.” The GM said he also 
thought Familia would be a 
good influence on Diaz. 
Familia had spent his entire 
career with New York be¬ 
fore being traded to Oak¬ 
land last July. This move 



In this May 18, 2018, file photo. New York Mets pitcher Jeurys Familia (27) delivers against the 
Arizona Diamondbacks during the ninth inning of a baseball game in New York. 


likely means Familia will 
slide back into a setup role, 
where he flourished as a 
rookie in 2014. 

Familia was a combined 8-6 
with 18 saves in 24 chances 
and a 3.13 ERA for the Mets 
and A’s last season. Fie has 
123 career saves for the 


Mets, who signed him at 
age 17. Craig Kimbrel, An¬ 
drew Miller, Adam Ottavino 
and David Robertson are 
among the other relievers 
on the tree-agent market. 
Van Wagenen said the 
Mets would like to add a 
lefty but didn’t anticipate 


Associated Press 

it being a high-priced one. 
“Would we play on mul¬ 
tiple, high-end arms in the 
bullpen?” he said. “I don’t 
think that’s part of our strat¬ 
egy at this point.” 

The Mets, looking to bounce 
back from consecutive los¬ 
ing seasons, are hoping for 


a quick turnaround with 
Van Wagenen in charge. 
They still want to upgrade 
all over the diamond, and 
he said they made prog¬ 
ress at the meetings. 

“I know we wanted to be 
busy, we were,” he said. 
Familia posted 43 saves in 
2015 when the Mets made 
it to the World Series. Fie 
led the majors with a fran¬ 
chise-record 51 saves the 
following year and was an 
All-Star, again helping New 
York reach the playoffs. 
Familia served a 15-game 
suspension at the start of 
2017 for violating Major 
League Baseball’s domes¬ 
tic violence policy. Later 
that year, he had a blood 
clot that required surgery 
and finished 2-2 with a 
4.38 ERA and six saves in 
26 games. Last season, he 
was 4-4 with a 2.88 ERA and 
17 saves in 21 chances with 
the Mets. Fie struck out 43 
and walked 14 in 40 ap¬ 
pearances covering 40 2/3 
innings. The Mets got two 
minor leaguers from Oak¬ 
land for Familia, acquiring 
Triple-A righty Bobby Wahl 
and Class A third baseman 
Will Toffey, and $1 million in 
international signing bonus 
pool allotment.O 


Negro Leagues bobbleheads part of fundraising campaign 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Fans of the former Negro 
Leagues are being asked 
to help a campaign to 
create bobbleheads of 
30 stars from the league 
— with a goal of com¬ 
memorating the league’s 
upcoming centennial. Or¬ 
ganizers of the effort, which 
was unveiled Wednesday, 
have created a team of 30 
Negro Leagues stars who 
would be honored with 
bobbleheads if the cam¬ 
paign raises enough mon¬ 
ey. The first bobblehead of 
pitcherSatchel Paige of the 
Kansas City Monarchs has 
already been produced. 
The Paige bobblehead 
stands on a baseball¬ 
shaped base in front of a 
replica of the Kansas City 
YMCA at 18th Street and 
the Paseo, where the Negro 
National League was orga¬ 
nized on Feb. 13, 1920, The 
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This Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2018, photo provided by the National 
Bobblehead Hall of Fame and Museum and Dreams Fulfilled, 
LLC, shows bobbleheads of former Negro League pitcher 
Satchel Paige of the Kansas City Monarchs on display at the 
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City, Mo. 

Associated Press 


Kansas City Star reported . 
Production of the rest of the 
licensed, limited-edition 
bobbleheads will depend 
on a Kickstarter campaign 
launched Wednesday by 
the National Bobblehead 
Flail of Fame and Museum 
and Dreams Fulfilled, which 
was formed to promote the 
Negro League centennial. 
“The Negro Leagues Cen¬ 
tennial Team series will bring 
long overdue recognition to 
players who were not only 
among the best to play the 
game, but also early civil 
rights pioneers who helped 
pave the way for integra¬ 
tion in baseball and the 
country,” Dreams Fulfilled 
founder Jay Caldwell said 
in a statement. The goal is 
to raise $10,000 by Jan. 7. 
Any donation is welcome 
but those who give $20 or 
more will get first choice 
and better pricing for the 


bobbleheads, which will be 
individually numbered up 
to 2,020. 

The bobblehead series 
is licensed by the Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum 
in Kansas City. 

Museum President Bob 
Kendrick and Caldwell on 
Wednesday announced 
the African-American and 
Flispanic players selected 
for the Centennial Team. 
They played between 1895 
to 1947, when Jackie Rob¬ 
inson became the first Afri¬ 
can-American in the major 
leagues. “This is really im¬ 
portant because not only 
is it a way to perpetuate 
the legacy of the Negro 
leagues but it’s such a tre¬ 
mendous way to educate 
the public about these leg¬ 
endary athletes who the 
majority of people have 
no idea about,” Kendrick 
said.Q 
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Nosek helps 
Golden Knights 
beat Islanders 3-2 


By The Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Tomas Nosek scored the tiebreaking 
goal early in the third period and the surging Vegas Gold¬ 
en Knights beat the New York Islanders 3-2 on Wednes¬ 
day night. 

Jonathan Marchessault and William Karlsson also scored 
to help the Golden Knights win for the 10th time in 13 
games. Marc-Andre Fleury, making his 11th straight start, 
stopped 23 shots to take over the NHL victory lead with 
18 . 

Anthony Beauvillier and Adam Pelech scored for New 
York. The Islanders have lost six of eight. Robin Lehner fin¬ 
ished with 14 saves to fall to 0-4-2 in his last seven appear¬ 
ances. 

Nosek put Vegas ahead when he jumped on the re¬ 
bound of a shot by Oscar Lindberg and put it in for his 
third 3:32 into the third. 

BLACKHAWKS 6 , PENGUINS 3 

CHICAGO (AP) — Jonathan Toews had a goal and two 
assists, and the Blackhawks snapped an eight-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Marcus Kruger, Brent Seabrook, Andreas Martinsen, Bran¬ 
don Saad each had a goal and an assist for Chicago. 
Alex DeBrincat scored a power-play goal, and Corey 
Crawford made 40 saves. 

Toews became the 16th active player to reach 700 ca¬ 
reer points with the same franchise. He assisted on Saad's 
empty-netter for his 701 st point. 

Kruger snapped a 3-all tie when he beat Casey DeSmith 
from the front of the crease 3:49 into the third period. 
Bryan Rust scored three times for Pittsburgh in his second 
career hat trick. 

DeSmith blocked 23 shots in his sixth straight start. 

FLAMES 6, FLYERS 5, OT 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — Johnny Gaudreau scored 35 
seconds into overtime, lifting the Flames to the win. 
Calgary trailed 5-3 before Sean Monahan and Rasmus 
Andersson scored in the final 68 seconds of third period. 
Gaudreau then secured the Flames' sixth win in seven 
games with his 13th goal of the season. 

Matthew Tkachuk had four assists for the Flames (20-10- 
2), who leapfrogged idle Nashville for the top spot in the 
Western Conference. Monahan had two goals and an 
assist, and Gaudreau and Mark Giordano each had a 
goal and two assists. 

Philadelphia (12-13-4) lost for the third time in four games. 
Sean Couturier had two goals and an assist for the Flyers 
in his return to the lineup after missing two games with a 
lower-body injury. 

Travis Sanheim, James van Riemsdyk and Dale Weise also 
scored. 

DUCKS 6 , STARS 3 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Ondrej Kase scored three times 
for Anaheim in his first NHL hat trick, and Brandon Montour 
had four points in the third period. 

Anaheim trailed 3-2 midway through the third before 
scoring three goals in a three-minute span for its fifth win 
in six games. 

Kase pounced on a loose puck in front and put it past 
Ben Bishop at 10:45. Montour, who also had three assists, 
gave Anaheim the lead 81 seconds later when he had a 
wide-open net after Bishop was knocked down by one of 
his own players. 

Miro Heiskanen, Blake Comeau and Alexander Radulov 
scored for Dallas, which has dropped its last two after 
winning four straight. Bishop made 30 saves.Q 
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New York Islanders right wing Cal Clutterbuck (15) plays the puck against Vegas Golden Knights 
left wing Tomas Nosek during the second period of an NHL hockey game, Wednesday, Dec.12, 
2018, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Lowry, Ibaka lead Raptors to 113-93 rout of Warriors 



Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, bottom, dribbles 
under Toronto Raptors guard Kyle Lowry (7) during the first half of 
an NBA basketball game in Oakland, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 
12, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Kyle Lowry had 23 points 
and 12 assists to lead a 
balanced Toronto offense 
while leading scorer Kawhi 
Leonard sat out, Serge 
Ibaka added 20 points and 
the Raptors dominated 
Golden State from the start, 
beating the Warriors 113- 
93 on Wednesday night to 
complete a season sweep. 
Danny Green scored 15 
points, Pascal Siakam had 
13 and Fred VanVIeet add¬ 
ed 10 to help the Raptors 
improve to an NBA-best 23- 
7, matching the best start in 
franchise history. They did it 
despite not having Leon¬ 
ard for a second consecu¬ 
tive night. Toronto’s star 
forward has a sore right hip 
and was ruled out less than 
30 minutes before tip-off. 
It was Toronto's first win in 
Oakland since Feb. 8, 2004. 
Kevin Durant had 30 points, 
seven rebounds and five 
assists for Golden State. 
The Warriors had won four 
straight heading into a 
much-anticipated show¬ 
down between two teams 
many expect to reach the 
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NBA Finals. 

CELTICS 130, WIZARDS 125 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Kyrie 
Irving scored Boston’s last 
12 points, including back- 
to-back 3-pointers in the fi¬ 
nal 40 seconds of overtime 
to outduel John Wall in a 
point-guard showdown, 
and the Celtics extended 
their winning streak to seven 
games. Irving finished with 
38 points and seven assists. 
Marcus Morris added 27 
points and nine rebounds 
for Boston, which played 
without Al Horford, Gor¬ 
don Hayward and Jaylen 
Brown — its Nos. 4-6 lead¬ 
ing scorers. Wall returned 
for the Wizards after missing 
a game with an aching left 
heel and finished with 34 
points with 13 assists. But his 
seven points in OT weren't 
enough to keep pace with 
fellow All-Star Irving. Brad¬ 
ley Beal and Jeff Green 
each added 22 points and 
Kelly Oubre Jr. scored 20 
for Washington. 

PACERS 113, BUCKS 97 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Thaddeus Young had 25 
points, 11 rebounds and 
four assists, and Myles Turn¬ 
er added 23 points to lead 
Indiana to its fifth straight 
win. Indiana pulled within 
a half-game of the Central 
Division-leading Bucks. 

Eric Bledsoe scored 26 
points and Malcolm 
Brogdon finished with 15 
to lead Milwaukee. Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 
a season-low 12 points, 
grabbed 10 rebounds and 
dealt out seven assists after 
missing Monday’s game at 
Cleveland with a sore neck. 
Indiana's Victor Oladipo 
wound up with 12 points, 
10 rebounds and six assists 
after missing 11 games with 
a sore right knee. 
CAVALIERS 113, KNICKS 106 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Jordan 
Clarkson scored 28 points 
and a basket by Rodney 
Hood in the fourth quar¬ 
ter gave Cleveland a late 
lead as the Cavaliers dealt 
New York its fifth straight 
loss. Hood put the Cavaliers 
in front 107-106 with 23 sec¬ 
onds remaining after New 
York took a one-point lead 
on rookie Kevin Knox's fast- 
break dunk with 32 seconds 
left. Hood added 23 points. 


rookie Collin Sexton scored 
19 and Matthew Dellave- 
dova, playing his first him 
game for Cleveland since 
being re-acquired from Mil¬ 
waukee, had 15 points. 
Enes Kanter and Tim Hard¬ 
away each scored 20 
points for New York. 
HORNETS 108, PISTONS 107 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Jeremy Lamb hit a 22-foot 
jumper from the right wing 
with 0.3 seconds left, and 
Charlotte Hornets rallied 
from a late 10-point deficit 
for a wild win. Lamb’s buzz¬ 
er-beater came with con¬ 
troversy. As he released the 
ball, Malik Monk ran off the 
Hornets’ bench and onto 
the floor early to celebrate 
the made basket. Officials 
reviewed the play and 
called one-shot technical 
on the Hornets for having 
six men on the court. The 
basket counted. The Pis¬ 
tons made the technical 
free throw, but the ensu¬ 
ing inbounds pass was in¬ 
tercepted. Kemba Walker 
finished with 31 points, nine 
assists and eight rebounds 
for the Hornets, who won 
their third straight and 
moved into sixth place in 
the Eastern Conference 
— a half-game ahead of 
Detroit. Blake Griffin had 
26 points, 10 rebounds and 
seven assists for the Pistons, 
who have lost six in a row. 
NETS 127, 76ers 124 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Spen¬ 
cer Dinwiddie scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 39 points off the 
bench and Allen Crabbe 
had 20 to lead Brooklyn. 
Joel Embiid had 33 points 
and 17 rebounds and Ben 
Simmons scored 22 for Phil¬ 
adelphia, which played 
without Jimmy Butler be¬ 
cause of a strained groin. 
Joe Harris had 14 points for 
Brooklyn, which notched its 
second victory over Phila¬ 
delphia in three meetings. 
GRIZZLIES 92, TRAIL BLAZERS 
83 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 

Mike Conley scored 23 
points and keyed a fourth- 
quarter outburst as Mem¬ 
phis snapped a two-game 
losing streak. 

Jaren Jackson Jr. finished 
with 14 points, and Mar- 
Shon Brooks added 13 for 
the Grizzlies. □ 
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Jets’ well-traveled Roberts hopes to book trip to Pro Bowl 



In this Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018, file photo. New York Jets’ Andre Roberts (19) runs with the ball during 
the first half of an NFL football game against the Buffalo Bills in Orchard Park, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


By DENNIS WASZAK Jr. 

AP Pro Football Writer 
FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) 

— Andre Roberts is a trav- 
elin' man whose passions 
include hitting the links at 
golf courses all over the 
world. 

You name a destination 
and there’s a good chance 
the New York Jets kick re¬ 
turner has been there. After 
all, Roberts has visited all 
seven continents. 

Yes, even Antarctica. 
There’s one place, though, 
he has never been: the Pro 
Bowl. But Roberts is doing 
all he can to book a trip 
there this season. 

“Yeah, I think I’m a Pro 
Bowl-caliber returner,” Rob¬ 
erts said. “I’ve done well 
this year. I’m tops in the 
league in a lot of catego¬ 
ries, so I think I’ve done a 
good job this year.” That’s 
an understatement. Rob¬ 
erts leads the NFL in punt 
return average (15.3 yards) 
among qualified players, 
and is tops in the league 
with 841 yards on kick re¬ 
turns. He also has eight re¬ 
turns of 40 or more yards 

— five on kickoffs and three 
on punts — while the next- 
closest player has no more 
than three. 

“I don’t know too many re¬ 
turners in this league that 
are dual returners that have 
done what he's done this 
year,” special teams coor¬ 
dinator Brant Boyer said. 
“You have some guys that 
are slightly better on kick re¬ 
turn or whatever. But if you 
look at the dual stats and 


what he’s done this year, I 
don’t think there’s a better 
returner in the game.” 
Roberts has stabilized what 
has been a position of flux 
the past few years as the 
Jets tried the likes of Kalif 
Raymond, JoJo Nafson, 
ArDarius Stewart, Jalin Mar¬ 
shall, Nick Marshall, Jeremy 
Ross and C.J. Spiller in the 
return game. 

None could provide a con¬ 
sistently reliable option on 
special teams. The Jets 
signed Roberts in the off¬ 
season, and the 30-year- 
old veteran has been a 
big-time spark. 

“Yeah, special teams has 
kept me in the league,” 


Roberts said. “And you 
know teams have seen 
that I can do the return stuff 
at a high level, so I still feel 
like I’m ascending. Age 
ain't nothin’ but a number, 
but I feel good right now 
and hope I can just keep 
going." Roberts is a free 
agent after the season and 
there's uncertainty as to 
the futures of both coach 
Todd Bowles and general 
manager Mike Maccag- 
nan. But, Roberts, who is 
also a part of the offense as 
a wide receiver, has prov¬ 
en himself to be a key con¬ 
tributor for the Jets this sea¬ 
son. He had a 78-yard punt 
return for a touchdown in 


the season opener, and 
has been on the verge of 
scoring several times since 
on both punt and kickoff 
returns. 

“He’s been great for us,” 
special teams standout Ter¬ 
rence Brooks said. “When 
he hits those holes, he just 
goes. We love blocking for 
him, man. We want to get 
him in the end zone. It’s 
been a while, but we’re 
going to try to get anoth¬ 
er one before the season 
ends.” 

Roberts has three punt re¬ 
turns for touchdowns in his 
career, with the other two 
coming in 2016 with De¬ 
troit. He also brought back 


a kickoff for a score with 
Washington in 2015. He 
has been a consistent re¬ 
turn threat since his college 
days at The Citadel, and 
was drafted by Arizona in 
the third round in 2010. 

He has not been as much 
of a factor in fhe passing 
game as he was early in 
his career with the Cardi¬ 
nals and Redskins, but has 
certainly found his niche in 
the league. “I still play re¬ 
ceiver,” Roberts said, “but I 
definitely embrace the role 
and I feel very comfortable 
with it and I'm making it my 
life now." So is traveling, 
something not unexpected 
from a guy who grew up in 
a military family with both 
parents serving in the U.S. 
Army. He was born in Alas¬ 
ka, and moved to places 
such as Texas, South Caro¬ 
lina and St. Croix — after 
his parents were deployed 
to South Korea. “I moved 
around a little bit,” he said 
with a smile. “I've heard 
others do a lot more than 
that, but it's been fun." 

The travel bug was in¬ 
grained in him at an early 
age, so he has always 
wanted to explore. He set a 
personal goal of seeing all 
seven continents — North 
America, South America, 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Aus¬ 
tralia and Antarctica — by 
the time he turned 30. 
Mission accomplished. 

Larry Fitzgerald, his buddy 
and former Cardinals team¬ 
mate, joined him on sever¬ 
al of the trips — including to 
Antarctica in 2013. □ 


NFL to play 4 games in London, 1 in Mexico City in 2019 


NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL 

will stage four games in 
London and one in Mexico 
City next season, with the 
Jaguars, Chargers, Rams, 
Raiders and Buccaneers 
serving as hosts. 

When the games will be 
played and who the op¬ 
ponents will be won’t be 
announce until the spring, 
when the league schedule 
for 2019 is released. 

The Jaguars have a deal 
to play annually in London. 
The Chargers, Rams and 
Raiders are considered to 
be playing in temporary 


stadiums — the Los Angeles 
teams will move into a new 
facility being built in Ingle¬ 
wood that won't be ready 
next year — and the Raid¬ 
ers will be leaving Oakland 
for Las Vegas in 2020. 

Days after the Chiefs-Rams 
game scheduled for Az- 
teca Stadium was moved 
to Los Angeles because 
of poor field conditions in 
November, the NFL an¬ 
nounced it would be re¬ 
turning to play a regular- 
season game in Mexico 
City in 2019. 

This season had three 


games at Wembley Sta¬ 
dium in London — one of 
those was scheduled for 
Tottenham's new stadium, 
but was switched to Wem¬ 
bley because the Spurs’ 
building was not ready. 
Previously, the NFL an¬ 
nounced that two of the 
2019 London games would 
be at Wembley, the other 
two at Tottenham 
Earlier this year, the Se- 
ahawks beat the Raiders 
27-3, the Chargers defeat¬ 
ed the Titans 20-19, and the 
Eagles beat the Jaguars 
24-18. 


The NFL has played regular- 
season games in London 
since 2007. It played one 
in Mexico City in 2005, then 
not again until 2016 and 
‘ 17 . 

“Our league's global pres¬ 
ence continues to grow 
and expand through the 
success of the NFL Interna¬ 
tional Series and we look 
forward to showcasing the 
Buccaneers organization 
to an international audi¬ 
ence," said Brian Ford, the 
team’s chief operating of¬ 
ficer. 

The Bucs agreed to par¬ 


ticipate in an international 
game as part of their bid 
to host the Super Bowl in 
2021. They’ve played twice 
in London, losing to the 
Patriots in 2009 and Bears 
in 2011. “I’ve been associ¬ 
ated with games out of the 
country before,” coach 
Dirk Koetter said, “and 
when you get to them, I 
think the players do enjoy 
that week. Trips are long, 
usually you're rewarded on 
the back end with your bye 
week. Once you're over 
there, it's football. It’s new 
and it’s different.”□ 
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Belgium into first Hockey World 
Cup semis; Dutch reach again 



Netherlands players, in orange, celebrate scoring a goal during 
the Men’s Hockey World Cup quarterfinal match between India 
and Netherlands at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar, India, 
Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018. 


BHUBANESWAR, India (AP) 

— Belgium came from be¬ 
hind to beat Germany 2-1 
and reach the field hockey 
World Cup semifinals for 
the first time on Thursday. 
Also, the Netherlands beat 
tournament host India 2-1 
to face defending two- 
time champion Australia. 
Belgium will play England in 
the other semifinal on Sat¬ 
urday. 

Dieter Linnekogel scored at 
the end of the first quarter 
for Germany but Alexander 
Hendrickx leveled for Bel¬ 
gium in the second from a 
penalty corner. 

Tom Boon, one of seven 
Rio de Janeiro Olympic sil¬ 
ver medallists in the lineup, 
scored the winner 10 min¬ 
utes from time. 

The Netherlands-lndia 
quarterfinal played out the 
same way. 

India scored early thanks 


to Akashdeep Singh’s pen¬ 
alty corner, and the Neth¬ 
erlands was quick to level, 
through Thierry Brinkman’s 
field goal. 

Like Belgium again, the 
Dutch winner came 10 
minutes from the end, to 
specialist Mink van der 
Weerden off a corner. 


Associated Press 

The European champion 
Netherlands and top- 
ranked Australia face each 
other on Saturday, four 
years after meeting in the 
final at The Hague, where 
the Kookaburras humbled 
the Dutch 6-1. 

Both are three-time world 
championsO 


World swim body fights back 


launching new elite series 



Gold medalist and world record holder Russia’s Kirill Prigoda poses during ceremonies at the 
men’s 200m breaststroke during the 14th FIN A World Swimming Championships in Hangzhou in 
eastern China’s Zhejiang Province on Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018. 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
(AP) — Under pressure from 
a privately run rival com¬ 
petition and a class action 
suit by Olympic and world 
champion swimmers, FINA 
has pledged to start a new 
elite race series. 

The three meetings next 
March to May will in¬ 


vite Olympic and world 
champs, world record- 
holders, and top-ranked 
swimmers in four-lane rac¬ 
es, FINA said on Thursday. 
The “FINA Champions Swim 
Series” will pay $3.9 million 
in total prize money — al¬ 
most double the prize fund 
for the 25-meter pool world 


Associated Press 

championships currently 
being staged in China. 

“By creating this additional 
elite competition, FINA will 
generate a true swimming 
show, where sport presen¬ 
tation and stars’ promotion 
are key concepts for a suc¬ 
cessful meet,” its president, 
Julio Maglione, said in a 



Romania's Simona Halep clenches her fist after defeating 
Spain’s Garbine Muguruza during their semifinal match at the 
French Open tennis tournament in Paris on June 7, 2018. Halep 
won 6-1, 6-4. 

Associated Press 

Top-ranked Djokovic, 
Halep honored by ITF 
as World Champions 


LONDON (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic and Simona Ha¬ 
lep were named the 2018 
World Champions by the 
International Tennis Fed¬ 
eration on Thursday after 
each won Grand Slam 
titles and finished the year 
atop the world rankings. 
Djokovic, recognized by 
the ITF for the sixth time, 
won the Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open titles a year after 
undergoing surgery on his 
right elbow. 

“I am particularly proud 
of this achievement after 
all that I’ve been through 
physically this year, but 
part of me always believed 
I could make it back to the 
top,” Djokovic says. 


Halep, who won the French 
Open in June, earned the 
honor for the first time de¬ 
spite being unable to com¬ 
pete at the WTA Finals be¬ 
cause of a back injury. 

“To be recognized in this 
way is really special and 
provides extra motivation 
to keep working for next 
season,” Halep says. 

Mike Bryan and Jack Sock 
were named the winners 
in men’s doubles, and Bar- 
bora Krejcikova and Kateri¬ 
na Siniakova claimed the 
women’s doubles honor. 
The champions are deter¬ 
mined by the ITF accord¬ 
ing to a system that weighs 
each player’s results during 
the calendar year.Q 


statement. 

FINA announced the plan 
days after three top swim¬ 
mers filed an antitrust suit in 
a Californian court against 
the Switzerland-based 
swim body’s alleged anti¬ 
competitive practices. 

It was filed on behalf of 
Hungarian great Katinka 
Hosszu and two Americans, 
Olympic gold medalist Tom 
Shields and world cham¬ 
pion Michael Andrew after 
FINA threatened to ban 
swimmers who compete 
in events linked to the pro¬ 
posed International Swim¬ 
ming League. 

The privately owned 
league, backed by Mos¬ 
cow-based businessman 
Konstantin Grigorishin, aims 


to operate outside FINA’s 
control, involve athletes in 
decision making, and pay 
higher prize money. 

“ISL takes swimmers seri¬ 
ously, not like FINA," Hosszu 
said last Friday. 

In a FINA statement on 
Thursday, another Olympic 
gold medalist who chairs 
its athletes commission 
praised the new competi¬ 
tion. “We will present swim¬ 
ming under a new perspec¬ 
tive,” said Penny Heyns, a 
double Olympic champion 
for South Africa at the 1996 
Atlanta Games. “Finally, 
with this unprecedented 
level of prize money, our 
swimming stars will defini¬ 
tively be attracted by this 
circuit.”□ 
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From left, former Michigan coach Red Berenson, three-time Olympic medalist Natalie Darwitz, 
Nashville Predators general manager David Poile and retired NHL hockey referee Paul Stewart 
pose with their plaques before being inducted into the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame, Wednesday, 
Dec. 12, 2018, in Nashville, Tenn. 


Paul Stewart 

Continued from Page 17 

Stewart joined David Poile, 
general manager of the 
NHL’s Nashville Predators, 
three-time Olympic medal¬ 
ist and U.S. national team 
captain Natalie Darwitz, 
former Michigan coach 
Red Berenson and the late 
Leland “Hago” Harrington 
being inducted. NHL Com¬ 
missioner Gary Bettman 
also presented the 2018 
Lester Patrick Award to the 
late Jim Johansson. 

Darwitz, who currently 
coaches Division III Hamline 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, said 
women being officials in 
the NHL is possible. She said 
she couldn’t shoot a puck 
like a man or skate as fast 
but believe women could 
be referees. She men¬ 
tioned Guay and Kristine 
Langley, who’s currently a 
referee for men’s game at 
the D-lll level. 

“If you know the game well 
enough, that's certainly a 
huge possibility that could 
happen in the future," Dar¬ 
witz said. “And I would love 
to see that.” 

Five women took part in the 
NHL’s officiating combine 
in Buffalo in August, one 
more than 2017. Stephen 


Walkom, the NHL’s director 
of officiating, told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press in September 
that the league is open to 
anyone testing themselves 
at the combine and the 
pool is growing with more 
women playing hockey. 
What the NHL is looking for 
in officials applies to men 
and women. Walkom said 
qualities need include be¬ 
ing an exceptional skater 
to keep up with the pace 
of play, and Bettman told 
the AP that being as quali¬ 
fied as other candidates is 
the key. 

“I don’t view any limitations 
in our ability to continue 
to attract knowledgeable, 
smart, hard-working pro¬ 
fessionals, whether they’re 
male or female,” Bettman 
said. Talking about be¬ 
ing inducted, Stewart got 
emotional and feared up. 
The man who had 288 pen¬ 
alty minutes in 65 games 
played in the WHA and 
NHL joked he felt like he'd 
had an onion in his face all 
day. “You've seen a side of 
me not a lot of players ever 
saw,” Stewart said. “I used 
to make them cry.” 

The induction ceremo¬ 
ny was a sellout event 
Wednesday night at a ho¬ 


tel a couple blocks from 
the Predators' arena thanks 
to Poile, the man who built 
Nashville's NHL franchise 
from the ground up as an 
expansion franchise. Poile, 
already the NHL’s longest- 
tenured and winningest 
general manager, current¬ 
ly is in his 37th straight sea¬ 
son after spending his first 
15 with Washington. 

Poile also was general 
manager of the 2014 U.S. 
Olympic men’s team and 
associate general man¬ 
ager for the 2010 team that 


won silver in Vancouver. 
“I’m a lucky guy,” Poile 
said. “I was born into a 
hockey family, so I have no 
regrets and I have no com¬ 
plaints." 

Being inducted in the same 
year that the U.S. women 
won Olympic gold for the 
first time in 20 years made 
this even more special for 
Darwitz. The youngest ever 
player named to the U.S. 
women’s national team at 
15, she wound up captain 
of the U.S. women’s nation¬ 
al team from 2007-10 and 


Associated Press 

won Olympic silver in 2002 
and 2010 and bronze in 
2006. “Hopefully in 10 years 
or less than that another 
female's getting induct¬ 
ed, and they're like ‘Oh, I 
know that name,' and it’s 
a household name versus a 
lot of Minnesotans know my 
name,” Darwitz said. “They 
might not know my name 
in Nashville or Michigan, 
but if they follow women’s 
hockey they certainly know 
my name. Hopefully that 
trend continues in women’s 
hockey." □ 


Stars & Stripes Team USA launches all-American cup challenge 


By BERNIE WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Stars & 
Stripes Team USA has been 
accepted as a challeng¬ 
er for the 2021 America’s 
Cup, promising to have an 
all-American squad in a 
competition where nation¬ 
ality has mattered little in 
recent decades. 

The name is a nod to Den¬ 
nis Conner, who won the 
America’s Cup four times, 
the final two with boats 
named Stars & Stripes. 

Stars & Stripes Team USA 
was co-founded by pro¬ 
fessional sailors Taylor Can- 
field, one of the world's top 
match-racing skippers, and 
Mike Buckley. 

The team is backed by the 
Long Beach Yacht Club, 
which hosts the prestigious 
Congressional Cup match¬ 
racing regatta. Canfield 
has won the Congressional 


Cup four times in the last 
five years. 

Stars & Stripes Team USA is 
the fifth challenger to be 
accepted by the Royal 
New Zealand Yacht Club 
for the 36th America’s Cup 
in Auckland. It joins Chal¬ 
lenger of Record Luna 
Rossa of Italy, the New York 
Yacht Club’s American 
Magic, INEOS Team UK and 
Malta Altus Challenge in 
the group that will contend 
for the Prada Cup and the 
right to face Emirates Team 
New Zealand in the Ameri¬ 
ca’s Cup match. 

Canfield, 29, said the goal is 
to have an all-American ef¬ 
fort, from the design team 
to the builders to the sailors. 
“There are a lot of great 
sailors in this country, so 
there's no doubt we can 
put a great team togeth¬ 
er,” Canfield said. 

Buckley, 36, said that when 


he began doing research 
on former American chal¬ 
lengers, he found that Con¬ 
ner had appeared on the 
cover of Time and Sports 
Illustrated in the 1980s. 

“I was absolutely stunned 
and I realized that what was 
missing was this authentic 
story,” Buckley said. “Why 
hasn’t that happened re¬ 
cently? Dennis used to 
have an all-American chal¬ 
lenge. ... When we decided 
to do this, that was one of 
the driving factors. It's not 
about Mike or Taylor. Let’s 
do this for American sailing 
and America in general, so 
that people get inspired.” 
The 167-year-old America’s 
Cup originally was viewed 
as “friendly competition 
between foreign coun¬ 
tries,” but nationality rules 
have been obliterated in 
recent decades. Although 
Oracle Team USA won the 


America’s Cup in 2010 and 
2013, there were few Amer¬ 
icans on the crew. 

While the New York Yacht 
Club’s American Magic is 
led by skipper Terry Hutchin¬ 
son of Annapolis, Maryland, 
the helmsman is New Zea¬ 
lander Dean Barker and 
there are other internation¬ 
al sailors on the crew. 
Canfield said he and 
Buckley first started talk¬ 
ing about doing a cam¬ 
paign after Emirates Team 
New Zealand upset Oracle 
Team USA in Bermuda in 
June 2017, ending tech bil¬ 
lionaire Larry Ellison’s grip 
on the Auld Mug. 

Conner, whose last Amer¬ 
ica's Cup victory came in 
1988 with an all-American 
crew, declined to com¬ 
ment. Bill Koch won the old¬ 
est trophy in international 
sports in 1992 with a crew 
he believed to be all-Amer¬ 


ican, although one sailor 
who was living in the United 
States at the time was Ca¬ 
nadian. 

“I really enjoyed having 
what I thought was an all- 
American crew,” Koch 
said. “We bragged about 
it, as well. I think it gives a 
little more spirit to the na¬ 
tionality of it. If you have 
all Kiwis on an American 
feam, you're not so excited 
about it.” 

Stars & Stripes Team USA 
gained traction in April af¬ 
ter Canfield skippered US 
One Sailing Team to victory 
over Barker's Team Ameri¬ 
can Magic in the Congres¬ 
sional Cup. 

The Long Beach Yacht 
Club's first America's Cup 
challenge sprang from 
Canfield’s recent domi¬ 
nance in the Congressional 
Cup, commodore Bill Du¬ 
rant said. □ 
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Artificial intelligence’s rise exposes gaping gender gap 



In this July 12, 2004, file photo, a woman holds a hearing aid that uses artificial intelligence in 
Somerset, N.J. 


By MATT O’BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer 

The challenges of making 
the technology industry 
a more welcoming place 
for women are numerous, 
especially in the booming 
field of artificial intelligence. 
To get a sense of just how 
monumental a task the 
tech community faces, 
look no further than the 
marquee gathering for 
Al’s top scientists. Prepara¬ 
tions for this year's event 
drew controversy not only 
because there weren't 
enough female speakers or 
study authors. 

The biggest debate was 
over the conference's 
name. 

The annual Conference 
and Workshop on Neu¬ 
ral Information Processing 
Systems, formerly known 
as NIPS, had become a 
punchline symbol about 
just how bad the gender 
imbalance is for artificial 
intelligence. Thousands of 
Al researchers convened in 
Montreal last week under a 
slightly tweaked banner — 
NeurlPS — but with many of 
the same problems still un¬ 
der the surface. 

Al’s challenge reflects a 
broader lack of diversity in 
the tech industry. At major 
tech companies, women 
account for 20 percent 
or fewer of the engineer¬ 
ing and computing roles. 
By some accounts, Al's 
gender imbalance is even 
worse: One estimate by 
startup incubator Element 
Al shows women making 
up just 13 percent of the Al 
workforce in the U.S. 

The challenge has reper¬ 
cussions far beyond career 
recruitment. Artificial intel¬ 
ligence and a self-training 
discipline known as ma¬ 
chine learning can mimic 
the biases of their human 
creators as they make their 
way into consumer prod¬ 
ucts and everyday life. 

“The more diversity we 
have in machine learning, 
the better job we will do 
in creating products that 
don't discriminate,” said 
Hanna Wallach, a Micro¬ 
soft researcher who is a se¬ 
nior program chairwoman 
of the conference and co¬ 
founder of an associated 


event for women in ma¬ 
chine learning. 

Al systems look for patterns 
in huge troves of data — 
such as what we say to our 
voice assistants or what 
images we post on social 
media. These systems can 
share the same gender 
or racial prejudices found 
there. 

Such misfires have increas¬ 
ingly attracted attention. 
A rogue Microsoft chatbot 
spouted sexist and rac¬ 
ist remarks. A Google app 
to match selfies to famous 
works of mostly Western art 
lumped many non-whites 
into the same exoticized 
figures. In another example, 
a study looking at several 
prominent Al systems for 
recognizing faces showed 
that they performed far 
better on lighter-skinned 
men than darker-skinned 
women. 

This year, Google tests of 
an email feature designed 
to predict what someone 
wants to write turned up 
evidence that its algo¬ 
rithms were making biased 
assumptions — referring. 


for instance, to a nurse as 
“her” and an engineer as 
“him." The company said 
it ended up removing all 
gender pronouns before 
launching the feature in 
May. 

And while a growing num¬ 
ber of researchers and 
product designers are de¬ 
voting attention to solving 
these problems, Wallach 
said it didn't help to have 
an “off-putting” name mar¬ 
ring an important gathering 
for sharing new research 
and recruiting new people. 
The conference dates 
back to 1986 and the 
name didn’t raise as many 
eyebrows for its first few 
decades, especially with 
even fewer women work¬ 
ing in tech. 

But as the nerdy summit's 
headcount and its public 
reputation exploded in re¬ 
cent years, the nickname 
became increasingly em¬ 
barrassing. Critics said it 
added to a hostile environ¬ 
ment that for some women 
also included unwelcome 
advances and other forms 
of harassment. 


Associated Press 

“This name change has 
opened up so many of the 
issues that women and mi¬ 
norities face in tech," said 
longtime conference at¬ 
tendee Animashree Anan- 
dkumar, who directs ma¬ 
chine-learning research at 
chipmaker Nvidia. 

Startup booths hawked 
T-shirts and other promo¬ 
tional freebies with sexist 
slogans rifting off the acro¬ 
nym. The connotations be¬ 
came more problematic 
as the conference attract¬ 
ed corporate giants like 
Google, Amazon, Microsoft 
and Facebook as sponsors 
and attendees — and tried 
to promote more women 
and other underrepresent¬ 
ed groups in its ranks. 
Conference leaders this 
year acknowledged “in¬ 
cidents of insensitivity at 
past conferences" and is¬ 
sued stricter rules banning 
harassment, bullying and 
sexualized clothing and ac¬ 
tivities. 

But they resisted chang¬ 
ing the name as recently 
as October, when they re¬ 
leased a survey of more 


than 2,000 attendees — 
mostly men — that found 
most were OK with it. That 
led Anandkumar to start a 
Twitter hashtag to step up 
the pressure. 

Katherine Heller, a Duke 
professor and Google re¬ 
searcher who helps lead 
a new conference com¬ 
mittee on diversity and 
inclusivity, said it helped 
that some of the industry’s 
leaders also weighed in. 
Google Al chief Jeff Dean, 
for instance, tweeted that 
“enough people are made 
to feel uncomfortable by 
the current name." 

The conference board re¬ 
lented and announced on 
Nov. 16 that the new ac¬ 
ronym would be NeurlPS. 
It urged participants to re¬ 
spect it and get back to 
focusing “on science and 
ideas." 

Organizers moved the con¬ 
ference to a new web¬ 
site, printed new signs and 
booklets and hired a brand¬ 
ing company to design a 
new logo, though the tran¬ 
sition isn’t complete. At the 
same time, it offered more 
amenities — such as child 
care — and more panels 
devoted to addressing bias 
and inclusion — both in the 
industry and the technol¬ 
ogy it creates. 

The changes prompted 
Anandkumar to tweet that 
she experienced a “feeling 
of belonging” for the first 
time in years. She said she 
hopes it signals a “return of 
civility” to the field. 

Heather Ames Versace, 
who had criticized the 
board for being “tone 
deaf,” said the rebrand¬ 
ing will help change the 
world’s perception of the 
tech industry and encour¬ 
age young women to join 
it. Versace, co-founder of 
Al startup Neurala, said 
that despite improvements, 
a lot more needs to be 
done to make Al reflective 
of society, not just the small 
group of people working 
on it. 

“With Al, we're creating 
technologies that learn 
and make decisions in the 
real world,” Versace said. 
“We need to make sure 
they represent a diverse set 
of opinions.”□ 















BUSINESS!^ 5 


FRIDAY 14 DECEMBER 2018 


Millennial Money: A college education isn’t priceless 



In this Thursday, Nov. 29, 2018, photo students and passers-by walk past an entrance to Boston 
University College of Arts and Sciences in Boston. 


By BRIANNA MCGURRAN 
Associated Press 

College-bound high school 
seniors of America: You 
are about to embark on 
one of the most formative 
periods of your life, full of 
new friendships, personal 
growth and overcaffein- 
ated conversations on the 
nature of humanity. 

Keep “ruinous student 
debt” off the list. 

At this point, while you’re 
working on applications 
and deciding which schools 
most excite you, you may 
be hearing that college 
debt is “good debt." That 
an education is priceless, 
and if you’re going to bor¬ 
row money for anything, it 
should be to expand your 
mind and career options. 
That’s only partially true. 

It’s OK to borrow some 
money for school. But a col¬ 
lege education does come 
with a cost — one that be¬ 
comes very real after grad¬ 
uation if student loan pay¬ 
ments affect where you live 
and work, and how much 
you can save for the future. 
Years from now, college 
should live as a memory of 
late-night library runs and 
lightbulb moments in class, 
not as a financial decision 


you regret. Here’s how to 
make that happen. 
ESTIMATE YOUR COLLEGE 
COSTS 

The Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid, known 
as the FAFSA, opened on 
Oct. 1,2018, for the 2019-20 
school year. The form gives 
you access to free federal 
aid such as Pell Grants, plus 
low-interest federal student 
loans. Fill it out as soon as 
possible if you haven’t al¬ 


ready; some aid, such as 
federal work-study, is first 
come, first served. 

The FAFSA will give you an 
Expected Family Contribu¬ 
tion, the amount of money 
the government calculates 
your family can provide for 
college. Use the net price 
calculator for each school 
you're interested in to see 
how much you'll likely pay 
per year based on your 
family’s income. These two 


Associated Press 

numbers should give you a 
picture of the schools that 
will require massive yearly 
student loan borrowing, 
and those that are more 
affordable. 

It isn’t easy to let go of your 
vision of college if your 
dream school is too expen¬ 
sive. Yes, you can always 
appeal for more financial 
aid, and living at home or 
applying for outside schol¬ 
arships can help offset 


costs. But your likely student 
loan burden should be 
one of the top factors you 
consider when figuring out 
where to apply and where 
to go. 

FOCUS ON YOUR FUTURE 
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENT 
Here’s how to decide 
whether a school is truly af¬ 
fordable: Your student loan 
payment after graduation 
should be no more than 
10 percent of your monthly 
take-home pay. That's true 
for both parents and stu¬ 
dents. 

Use a student loan afford¬ 
ability calculator to find 
your maximum loan pay¬ 
ment. As a student, you’ll 
need to know your expect¬ 
ed first-year salary, which 
you can find in the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics' Occupa¬ 
tional Outlook Handbook 
. No idea what you'll do 
after school? Use $50,000 
as an upper bound; that's 
the median annual salary 
for 25- to 34-year olds with 
bachelor’s degrees, ac¬ 
cording to the National 
Center for Education Sta¬ 
tistics. But depending on 
where you live, $30,000 or 
$40,000 could be more re¬ 
alistic, especially for your 
first year out of school.Q 


US mortgage rates fall to 3-month low; 30-year at 4.63 pet. 
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In this Nov. 28, 2018, file photo a realtor sign hangs in front of a 
home for sale in Pittsburgh. 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

long-term mortgage rates 
fell this week to their lowest 
level in three months, an in¬ 
ducement to prospective 
homebuyers in a haltingly 
recovering market. 
Continued steep declines 


Associated Press 

in the stock market pushed 
home borrowing rates 
lower, although they re¬ 
main much higher than a 
year ago. Mortgage giant 
Freddie Mac said Thursday 
the average rate on the 
benchmark 30-year, fixed- 
rate mortgage dropped to 


4.63 percent from to 4.75 
percent last week. The key 
rate stood at 3.93 percent 
a year ago. 

The rate on 15-year fixed- 
rate loans fell to 4.07 per¬ 
cent from 4.21 percent the 
previous week. 

As mortgage rates have 
ended the year with de¬ 
clines, prospective buy¬ 
ers have been wading in. 
Mortgage applications 
in the week ended Dec. 
7 rose 1.6 percent from a 
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week earlier, according to 
the Mortgage Bankers As¬ 
sociation. Refinance ap¬ 
plications increased 2 per¬ 
cent while applications for 
home purchases were up 3 
percent. 

After taking sharp losses at 
the end of last week, stocks 
have gyrated this week. 
The hour-to-hour changes 
reflect investors’ nervous¬ 
ness over the health of 


the global economy. Eco¬ 
nomic growth is expected 
to slow next year, and the 
U.S.-China trade dispute 
and rising interest rates 
could make that slowdown 
more painful. 

To calculate average mort¬ 
gage rates, Freddie Mac 
surveys lenders across the 
country between Monday 
and Wednesday each 
week. □ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 12/14 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Congress moves to ban cockfighting 
in US territories 


By DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Congress on Wednes¬ 
day gave final passage 
to legislation that would 
shut down legal cockfights 
in U.S. territories including 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, ending an 
institution dating from the 
colonial era that gener¬ 
ates millions of dollars each 
year. 

Opponents of the measure 
approved by the House 
said it will have a devastat¬ 
ing effect on the islands’ 
economies, noting that 
in Puerto Rico alone the 
cockfighting industry gen¬ 
erates some $18 million a 
year and employs some 
27,000 people. 

“We're all going crazy. 
Everybody is desperate,” 
said 86-year-old Angel Or¬ 
tiz, who owns a cockfight¬ 
ing ring in the city of Bay- 
amon. “There are so many 
people who make a living 
off of this.” 

Puerto Rico Gov. Ricardo 
Rossello traveled to Wash¬ 
ington to demand that the 
island be excluded, but he 
arrived too late. Legislators 
unexpectedly moved up 
the vote and approved 
the bill, which already 
passed the Senate. 
Cockfighting in Puerto 
Rico was first officially rec¬ 
ognized in 1770, but the 
practice was banned after 
the U.S. invaded the island 
in 1898. It wasn’t until 1933 
that it was declared an of¬ 
ficial sport and became 
known as the “gentle¬ 
man's sport" because of 
its honor-based betting sys¬ 
tem. 

In October 2010, Puerto 
Rico legislators voted in 
favor of a resolution to 
protect cockfights, stating 
they are an integral part 
of the island’s folklore and 
patrimony. Officials warn 
that the ban will lead to 
unemployment on an is¬ 
land already dealing with 
a 12-year recession. 

“It is a cultural and eco¬ 
nomic pillar for Puerto Ri¬ 
cans,” Public Affairs Sec¬ 
retary Ramon Rosario said. 
“In addition to its cultural 
value, the cockfighting in¬ 



In this July 6 2012 file photo, owner of a loosing rooster pays 
his bet as the cockfight judge removes sharp plastic spurs from 
the defeated bird at Las Palmas, a government-sponsored 
cockfighting club in Bayamon, Puerto Rico. 

Associated Press 


dustry is the only source of 
livelihood for thousands of 
Puerto Rican families.” 
Some critics reject that 
cockfighting has any cul¬ 
tural value. 

Ashley Byrne, associate di¬ 
rector with PETA, said in a 
phone interview that the 
bill was long overdue and 
will help protect animals. 
“Money and tradition are 
never an excuse for cruel¬ 
ty,” she said. “We need to 
make sure that business is 
keeping pace with our eth¬ 
ics." She said most people 
would be appalled to learn 
that cockfighting is still le¬ 
gal in U.S. territories. 

“In a modern society, forc¬ 
ing animals to fight for their 
lives is cruel,” she said. 
“Cockfighting is a horrific 
blood sport.” 

Many in Puerto Rico and 


the U.S. Virgin Islands were 
saddened by approval of 
the ban, which is expected 
to go into effect in a year. 
Stacey Plaskett, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands' congressio¬ 
nal representative, said she 
would continue to fight the 
bill. 

“I believed it to be a tre¬ 
mendous overreach of the 
federal government, which 
has not supported other 
basic needs of the territo¬ 
ry,” she said in a statement. 
Other opponents of the bill 
said they would struggle to 
find other types of work. 
Miguel Trinidad, who owns 
a cockfighting ring in the 
northern Puerto Rican town 
of Caimito, said he was 
stunned by the vote. He 
recently invested $50,000 
cash to rebuild his business 
after Hurricane Maria. □ 
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HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 
Dr. Cayama Tel. 583 2772 

San Nicolas 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 

San Nicolas 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip . Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airlines 583 8300 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezolana 583 7674 


CRUISES 



December 14 

Serenade of the Seas 
December 15 
Sea Cloud II /AIDAperla 
Celebrity Reflection / Star Flyer 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Virgin Galactic tourism rocket ship reaches space in test 



This May 29,2018 photo provided by Virgin Galactic shows the VSS Unity craft during a supersonic 
flight test. 


By JOHN ANTCZAK 
Associated Press 
MOJAVE, Calif. (AP) — 

Virgin Galactic’s tourism 
spaceship climbed more 
than 50 miles high above 
California's Mojave Desert 
on Thursday, reaching for 
the first time what the com¬ 
pany considers the bound¬ 
ary of space. 

The rocket ship hit an alti¬ 
tude of 51 miles (82 kilome¬ 
ters) before beginning its 
gliding descent, said mis¬ 
sion official Enrico Palermo. 
It landed on a runway min¬ 
utes later. 

“We made it to space!" 
Palermo said. 

Thursday’s supersonic flight 
takes Virgin Galactic a 
big step closer to turning 
the dream of commercial 
space tourism into reality. 
The company aims to take 
paying customers on the 
six-passenger rocket, which 
is about the size of an ex¬ 
ecutive jet. Virgin Galactic 
founder Richard Branson 
has said he wants to be 
one of the first on board. 
Branson greeted the two 
pilots after the test, declar¬ 
ing “Space is Virgin terri¬ 
tory!” 

Virgin Galactic considers 
50 miles (80 kilometers) the 
boundary of space be¬ 
cause it is used by the U.S. 
Air Force and other U.S. 
agencies. That’s different 
than a long-held view that 
the boundary is at 62 miles 
(100 kilometers). Virgin Ga¬ 
lactic CEO George Wh¬ 
itesides noted that recent 
research favors the lower 
altitude. 

At the start of the test flight, 
a special jet carrying the 
Virgin Space Ship Unity 
flew to an altitude near 
43,000 feet (13,100 meters) 
before releasing the craft. 
The spaceship ignited its 
rocket engine and it quick¬ 
ly hurtled upward and out 


of sight of viewers on the 
ground. The spaceship 
reached Mach 2.9, nearly 
three times the speed of 
sound. 

The two test pilots — Mark 
“Forger" Stucky and former 
NASA astronaut Rick “CJ” 
Sturckow — will be award¬ 
ed commercial astronaut 
wings, said Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration official 
Bailey Edwards. 

Virgin Galactic's develop¬ 
ment of its spaceship took 
far longer than expected 
and endured a setback 
when the first experimental 
craft broke apart during a 
2014 test flight, killing the 
co-pilot. 

More than 600 people 
have committed up to 
$250,000 for rides that in¬ 
clude several minutes of 
weightlessness and a view 
of the Earth far below. 

The endeavor began in 
2004 when Branson an¬ 
nounced the founding 
of Virgin Galactic in the 
heady days after the flights 
of SpaceShipOne, the first 


privately financed manned 
spacecraft that made 
three flights into space. 
Funded by the late billion¬ 
aire Paul G. Allen and cre¬ 
ated by maverick aero¬ 
space designer Burt Rutan, 
SpaceShipOne won the 
$10 million Ansari X Prize. 
The prize was created to 
kick-start private develop¬ 
ment of rocket ships that 
would make spaceflight 
available to the public. 
When Branson licensed the 


By SUSAN MONTOYA BRY¬ 
AN 

Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 

— Wildlife managers have 
confirmed a record num¬ 
ber of Mexican gray wolves 
have been reported dead 
this year, fueling concerns 
about the decades-long 
effort to return the endan¬ 
gered predator to the 
southwestern U.S. Officials 
say five wolves were found 
dead in New Mexico in No¬ 
vember, bringing the total 
for the year to 17. It marks 
one of the deadliest months 
in the history of the wolf re- 
infroducfion program. The 
U.S. government began re¬ 
leasing Mexican wolves in 
1998. The latest annual sur- 


Associated Press 

SpaceShipOne technol¬ 
ogy, he envisioned a fleet 
carrying paying passengers 
by 2007, launching them 
from a facility in southern 
New Mexico called Space¬ 
port America. 

But there were significant 
setbacks. Three techni¬ 
cians were killed in 2007 
by an explosion while test¬ 
ing a propellant system at 
Scaled Composites LLC, 
which built SpaceShipOne 
and was building the first 


vey indicated at least 114 
wolves were roaming parts 
of Arizona and New Mexico 
in early 2018. 


SpaceShipTwo for Virgin 
Galacfic. 

Then, in 2014, SpaceShipT¬ 
wo broke apart during a 
test flight by Scaled Com¬ 
posites when the co-pilot 
prematurely unlocked its 
unique “feathering” system 
and it began to deploy. 
The co-pilot was killed but 
the injured pilot managed 
to survive a fall from high 
altitude with a parachute. 
During descent, the craft’s 
twin tails are designed to 
rotate upward to slow it 
down, then return to a nor¬ 
mal flying configuration 
before the craft glides to a 
landing on a runway. 

New versions of Space¬ 
ShipTwo are built by a Vir¬ 
gin Galactic sister compa¬ 
ny and flight testing is now 
in-house. Its previous test 
flight reached 32 miles (52 
kilometers). 

Branson isn’t alone in the 
space tourism business: Jeff 
Bezos' Blue Origin is plan¬ 
ning to take space tourists 
on suborbital trips, using the 
more traditional method of 
a capsule atop a rocket 
that blasts off from a launch 
pad. SpaceX's Elon Musk 
recently announced plans 
to take a wealthy Japa¬ 
nese entrepreneur and his 
friends on a trip around the 
moonO 


Associated Press 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service is investigating but 
hasn't said how the animals 
died. □ 



Record number of Mexican gray 
wolves found dead in 2018 



In this Dec. 7, 2011, file photo, a female Mexican gray wolf 
looks to avoid being captured for its annual vaccinations and 
medical check-up at the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge in 
central New Mexico. 
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Janet Jackson, Def Leppard, Nicks join Rock Hall of Fame 



In this July 8, 2018 file photo, Janet Jackson performs at the 2018 Essence Festival in New Orleans. 
Jackson will join Def Leppard, Stevie Nicks, Radiohead, the Cure, Roxy Music and the Zombies as 
new members of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 


By DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Janet 
Jackson joins her brother 
Michael and the Jackson 
5 as members of the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame, earn¬ 
ing induction on Thursday 
along with Stevie Nicks and 
the top fan vote-getter, 
Def Leppard. 

Radiohead, the Cure, Roxy 
Music and the Zombies will 
also be ushered in next 
spring at the 34th induction 
ceremony. It will be held 
March 29 at Barclays Cen¬ 
ter in Brooklyn. 

Jackson’s induction comes 
after her third time as nomi¬ 
nee and many saw it as 
overdue, given her prowess 
as a hitmaker with “All For 
You,” "That’s the Way Love 
Goes," "Nasty," "Together 
Again” and “What Have 
You Done For Me Lately.” 
Her career has suffered 
from the fallout after the 
infamous 2004 Super Bowl 
appearance where her 
bare breast was briefly ex¬ 
posed. Jackson became 
eligible for the rock hall in 
2007 and wasn’t nominat¬ 
ed until 2016. 

The Roots’ Questlove, in a 
social media post earlier 
this year, said her exclusion 
had been “highly criminal." 
He cited the influence of 
her 1986 album “Control,” 
which he said set off the 
New Jack Swing trend. 

“This was no one’s kid sis¬ 
ter,” he wrote. 

Jackson said on Thursday: 
“Thank you Rock and Roll 


Hall of Fame. I am truly hon¬ 
ored and I am happy to be 
in there with my brothers." 

It will be Nicks’ second in¬ 
duction into the rock hall, 
since she’s already there 
as a member of Fleetwood 
Mac. She launched a solo 
career in 1981 with her duet 
with the late Tom Petty, 
“Stop Draggin’ My Heart 
Around.” Other hits fol¬ 
lowed, including “Edge of 
Seventeen,” "Stand Back” 
and “I Will Run to You." 

Def Leppard earned more 
than half a million votes 
from fans, which are incor¬ 
porated into more than 
1,000 ballots from artists. 


historians, industry profes¬ 
sionals and past winners 
in deciding who gets hon¬ 
ored. The British heavy met¬ 
al band with a pop sheen 
were huge sellers in the 
1980s on the back of songs 
like “Photograph” and 
“Pour Some Sugar on Me.” 
Frontman Joe Elliott said 
he was initially ambivalent 
toward the honor until Jon 
Bon Jovi suggested it would 
change his life. 

“When I look at the list 
of who’s in, it’s just obvi¬ 
ous you'd want to be in 
that club, isn’t it?” he told 
Billboard earlier this year. 
“When you think that every 


Associated Press 

band that means anything 
in the world, starting from 
the Beatles and the Stones 
and any artist that influ¬ 
enced them — your Chuck 
Berrys, your Little Richards, 
etc., etc. — then of course 
you want to be in. Why 
wouldn't you?” 

Def Leppard, Nicks and 
Roxy Music were voted 
in during their first years 
as nominees. Other 2019 
nominees who didn't make 
the cut included LL Cool 
J, Devo, Rage Against the 
Machine, MC5, John Prine, 
Todd Rundgren and Kraft- 
werk. 

There’s some question 


about whether Radiohead 
will shrug its collective 
shoulder as an inductees. 
The English band seemed 
like generic grunge rockers 
on their initial hit “Creep,” 
but with the album “OK 
Computer” and beyond 
have become consistent 
sonic pioneers. Among its 
rock hall class. Radiohead 
has the most impact on 
the current music scene. 
In an interview with Rolling 
Stone earlier this year. Ra¬ 
diohead’s Jonny Green¬ 
wood said “I don't care" 
when asked about the 
rock hall. Bandmate Ed 
O’Brien said, “culturally, I 
don’t understand it. I think 
it might be a quintessen¬ 
tial^ American thing.” The 
Cure and frontman Robert 
Smith resist their initial label 
as goth rockers, champi¬ 
ons of fans who like black 
makeup, black clothes 
and darkly romantic songs. 
They have a durable cata¬ 
log of hits, including “Friday 
I’m in Love,” "Boys Don’t 
Cry,” "Pictures of You” and 
“Let’s Go to Bed.” 

Roxy Music came out of 
the 1970s progressive rock 
scene and had hits with 
“Love is the Drug" and 
“More Than This." Dapper 
member Bryan Ferry had a 
successful solo career and 
Brian Eno has been an influ¬ 
ential producer. 

The heyday of British rock¬ 
ers the Zombies’ career 
was the 1960s, with big sell¬ 
ers “She’s Not There” and 
“Time of the Season." □ 


‘Pandemic’ rings warning bell about gene-editing technology 


By WAKA TSUNODA 
Associated Press 

“Pandemic” (Putnam), by 
Robin Cook 

When there’s a scientific 
breakthrough, Robin Cook 
doesn’t just stand up and 
cheer. He uses his fertile 
imagination and writes a 
novel about its possible 
perils. In his latest medical 
thriller, “Pandemic," Cook 
dramatizes the scary side of 
a miracle molecule called 
“CRISPR/Cas9,” which can 
easily be custom-tailored 
to seek out and alter genes 
in humans and animals. 

The story begins when a 


seemingly healthy young 
woman with a transplanted 
heart boards the subway in 
New York City but suffers 
abrupt respiratory distress 
and dies before she reach¬ 
es her destination. 

Jack Stapleton, a medical 
examiner who appears in 
10 of Cook's previous nov¬ 
els, does an autopsy. He 
suspects that an unknown, 
flu-like virus is responsible 
for her death. He is duty- 
bound to identify and 
stop the virus before it can 
cause a pandemic and kill 
millions. 

Stapleton welcomes the 


challenge as a “diversion” 
from his many personal 
problems. To name a few, 
his daughter has just been 
diagnosed with autism and 
his mother-in-law is blam¬ 
ing his genealogy for it. His 
wife, Laurie Montgomery, 
has unexpectedly been 
named the chief medical 
examiner, making her his 
boss both at home and at 
work. Stapleton's investiga¬ 
tion reveals that a hospital 
in New York performed the 
woman's heart transplant 
at the request of the Dover 
Valley Hospital in New Jer¬ 
sey. Dover also paid all her 


medical bills. Realizing that 
“something weird is afoot,” 
Stapleton drives out to Do¬ 
ver and receives a warm 
welcome from its owner, 
Wei Zhao, a Chinese bil¬ 
lionaire businessman who 
holds a double Ph.D. in mo¬ 
lecular biology and genet¬ 
ics. Wei, a body-building 
enthusiast who admires 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
makes an intriguing villain. 
The novel also offers an in¬ 
triguing look at the subter¬ 
ranean world of medical 
examiners, but “Pandem¬ 
ic” goes far beyond just 
entertainment. □ 
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This cover image released by 
Putnam shows “Pandemic/’ a 
novel by Robin Cook. 
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In ‘The Mule,’ Clint reflects on a life on the road 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

Both tender apologia and 
vigorous justification, Clint 
Eastwood's “The Mule” is a 
deeply, fascinatingly per¬ 
sonal meditation from the 
88-year-old director who, 
like his aged drug mule 
protagonist, has spent a 
long time on the road. 

“The Mule” is the indefati¬ 
gable Eastwood's second 
film just this year, following 
“The 15:17 to Paris,” a dis¬ 
tinctly undramatic dramati¬ 
zation of the thwarted 2015 
train attack, starring the 
real-life heroes. Eastwood 
isn’t playing himself in “The 
Mule” — far from it — but 
it’s hard not to appreci¬ 
ate, and be moved by, the 
film’s many echoes for the 
filmmaker, acting for the 
first time in one of his own 
since 2008's similarly self- 
reflective “Gran Torino.” 
That he finds such intimate 
dimensions in the story of 
Leo Sharp is a testament 
to both Eastwood’s knack 
for pared-down elegy and 
to the lean script by Nick 
Schenk that envisions larg¬ 
er American themes within 
its geriatric drug courier. 


Sharp was arrested at age 
87 with 104 kilos of cocaine 
in the back of his pickup 
while en route to Detroit. 
Little in the World War II vet¬ 
eran’s appearance sug¬ 
gested his secret identity. 
Sharp, it was discovered, 
was among the most pro¬ 
lific regional smugglers for 
the Sinoloa cartel. 

The hard-to-believe tale 
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was recounted by The New 
York Times' Sam Dolnick, an 
article that's been adapt¬ 
ed here. 

“The Mule” takes plenty of 
liberties with Sharp's story 

— Eastwood’s smuggler is 
named Earl Stone, and is a 
Korean War vet — just as it 
has found curious parallels 
for its star. Some of them 
are silly. 

Some are profound. But 
rarely does “The Mule” 

— for better and worse — 
not reverberate with East¬ 


wood’s own mythology 
in intriguing, if sometimes 
painfully awkward ways. 
Eastwood's Stone is a 
celebrated horticultural- 
ist whose specialty is the 
daylily, a fragile flower that 
blooms for 24 hours a year. 
In the film’s early scenes, 
we see him, dressed in a 
seersucker suit, dishing out 
jokes while being fawned 
over by fans. 

Eastwood has made celeb¬ 
rity a regular subject, (the 
Capt. Chesley Sullenberger 



This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Clint Eastwood in a scene from “The Mule.” 

Associated Press 


of his “Sully” resented the 
spotlight). 

But the director has found 
his most peculiar metaphor 
for his own fame in a horti- 
culturalist who wins at the 
daylily equivalent of the 
Oscars. 

But Stone’s lily farm runs into 
hard times. Dolling out cash 
to his Hispanic workers, he 
mutters, “Damned internet. 
It ruins everything." 

Like “Gran Torino” (also 
penned by Schenk) there 
are plenty of such old-man 
lines in “The Mule," some 
delightful, some less so. 
We learn that Stone has 
long been estranged from 
his bitter ex-wife Mary (Di¬ 
anne Wiest) and his equally 
furious daughter Iris (Ali¬ 
son Eastwood, the direc¬ 
tor's daughter), though 
his granddaughter Ginny 
(Taissa Farmiga) has kept 
the faith. 

To help pay for Ginny’s 
wedding. Stone follows a 
tip that leads him to a non¬ 
descript auto shop. Car¬ 
tel members put a bag of 
drugs in his beat-up Ford 
pickup, hand him a phone 
and tell him to respond to 
any call or text. 

“Text?" he replies. After 
reaching his destination. 
Stone finds a wad of cash in 
the glove compartment.O 
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Kathie Lee Gifford to leave NBC’s 
‘Today’ show in April 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Kathie Lee Gifford will 
put aside her morning glass of wine and 
step away from NBC’s “Today” show in 
April. 

NBC News chief Noah Oppenheim told 
staffers Tuesday morning that Gifford will 
leave the show after 11 years of getting 
up early, most recently hosting the 10 a.m. 
hour slot alongside Hoda Kotb and sipping 
plenty of reds. 

In a memo to staff, Oppenheim called the 
65-year-old Gifford “one of the most en¬ 
during and endearing talents in morning 
television. In short — she is a legend.” He 
said she will focus on her film, music and 
book projects. In the memo, Oppenheim 
said Gifford told him she was leaving “with 
a grateful heart but I’m truly excited for 
this new creative season in my life.” 

The move comes as NBC News struggles 
to remake its sprawling four-hour morning 
show following the cancellation earlier this 



In this July 26,2018 file photo, Kathie Lee Gifford 
attends Hallmark's Evening Gala during the TCA 
Summer Press Tour in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 

year of Megyn Kelly's hour-long slot. 

Before landing the NBC gig, Gifford co¬ 
hosted “Live” opposite Regis Philbin for 11 
years. She left that show in 2000 and joined 
“Today” in 2008.Q 
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Doo doo doo doo doo doo: ‘Baby Shark’ bites into the culture 


By LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — In the 

wise words of James Cor- 
den, there comes along 
a song every so often that 
defines a generation. 

Doo doo doo doo doo 
doo. 

The late-night TV host, car- 
pool karaoke king and 
father of three young chil¬ 
dren was referring specifi¬ 
cally, and wryly, to “Baby 
Shark,” now the bloodthirst- 
iest of earworms for some 
parents and meme lovers 
everywhere. 

Insert shark hands here. 

If you don’t know what I’m 
talking about, you've been 
living inside a sea anemone 
since at least 2015. That's 
when an educational con¬ 
tent brand in South Korea, 
Pinkfong , released its first 
shark video, later break¬ 
ing the internet with a ver¬ 
sion mixing animation and 
two adorable human kids 
dancing out the story of a 
shark family, K-pop style, 
earning more than 2 billion 
views on YouTube . 

If you still don’t know what 
I’m talking about, you 
haven’t spent enough time 
at summer camp or around 
a campfire, where sing- 
along versions of said story 
with said gestures, akin to 
an old nursery rhyme with 
the same theme, have 
rocked on for decades. 
Now, thanks to the 
#babysharkchallenge that 
has us all singing, doing our 
shark hands and sharing on 
social media, and thanks 
to piles of soft shark heads, 
toddler attire and other 
swag that includes sing¬ 
ing plush toys and books, 
“Baby Shark” is a full-on 
craze, for bite-size fans any¬ 
way. 

“Our toddler's shark video 
addiction is a huge issue in 
our household," said Co¬ 
lumbus, Ohio, mom Kitty 
French. 

“At first it was a cute mel¬ 
ody. Now it's an earworm 
that literally all of our par¬ 
ent friends understand.” 

Not all grown-ups are wea¬ 
ry- 

If they were, would they 
continue to upload them¬ 
selves in mashups and 
mixes, from R&B to Santa 


Claus? Can we do without 
the absolutely cutest home 
video of them all, the little 
girl begging Alexa to play 
her favorite shark jam, frus¬ 
trated by the not-so-smart 
device’s inability to under¬ 
stand? What about the Tex¬ 
as family so enamored they 
synchronized their blinking. 


blinding holiday yard lights 
to the snappy tune? 

Some parents of special 
needs kids think “Baby 
Shark” has not only enter¬ 
tained but helped their 
young ones. 

Holly Anderson is a Utah 
mother of four, including a 
3-year-old son with autism 
and apraxia of speech. His 
autism therapist uses chil¬ 
dren’s songs on YouTube to 
motivate him to sit still and 
was the first to show him 
“Baby Shark.” 

“He’s overstimulated vi¬ 
sually and usually won’t 
watch any shows on TV or 
the iPad," Anderson said. 
“He has a very difficult time 
staying still, even for a mo¬ 
ment, and usually spends 
his time running around in 
therapy. I'm honestly not 
sick of it yet since it’s one 
of the only ways to get him 
calm after a meltdown.” 
The one he likes the most 
is by Pinkfong, she said. 
The company has put up 
more than one version. 
Other parents said their 


kids prefer versions of baby, 
mama, papa, grandma 
and grandpa shark from a 
content provider called Su¬ 
per Simple. 

There are many, many oth¬ 
er offerings to choose from 
and many, many more mil¬ 
lions of views than the jack¬ 
pot scored by Pinkfong for 


its dance version. 

Corden, host of “The Late 
Late Show with James Cor¬ 
den,” isn’t the only celeb¬ 
rity to take on baby shark 
madness. 

He enlisted Sophie Turner 
and Josh Groban to per¬ 
form the song on air. 

Ellen DeGeneres put her 
spin on the song on her 
talk show as well and Si¬ 
mon Cowell’s 4-year-old 
son popped up on the 
“X-Factor UK” as dancing 
cuteness ensued with sing¬ 
ing kids accompanied by 
adults in shark suits for the 
opening of the grand final 
this year. 

Bob Cunningham, an edu¬ 
cator and senior adviser for 
the nonprofit consortium 
Understood.org, which sup¬ 
ports parents of kids with 
learning and attention is¬ 
sues, sees several benefits 
to “Baby Shark.” 

“The song has a catchy 
rhythm and it uses silly 
sounds as well as colorful 
and cute animation,” he 
said. 


“Also, both the music and 
the animation are predict¬ 
able, with repeated words, 
phrases, colors and move¬ 
ments.” 

The combinations can 
capture and sustain atten¬ 
tion even in children where 
attention isn't a strength, 
Cunningham said. The 


song and video also en¬ 
gage most of the senses 
simultaneously and com¬ 
bine language with music 
and movement, which can 
appeal to kids who struggle 
with any of those things 
when they are presented in 
isolation. 

For example, the move¬ 
ment can support less de¬ 
veloped language and 
the music can offer support 
when movements are diffi¬ 
cult, he said. 

Clearly, other kid con¬ 
tent can do the same, but 
“Baby Shark” ruled at Jason 
Simms’ house, at least for a 
time. 

Simms, who lives in Deep 
River, Connecticut, said 
his 14-month-old daugh¬ 
ter Fionnuala first heard 
the song when she was 8 
months old but has since 
tired of it, before her par¬ 
ents did, once her lan¬ 
guage comprehension skills 
began kicking in. 

“It was one of the first things 
in life she directly expressed 
a preference for, so that’s 


why we picked it for her 
Halloween costume,” he 
said. 

“At the end of the Super 
Simple version, it says ‘bye 
bye sharks’ and that be¬ 
came how we say bye in 
our family. She now fusses 
when she hears it.” 

But there's plenty more fish 
in the “Baby Shark" sea. 

A Montreal-based com¬ 
pany, WowWee, has a 
Pinkfong license for North 
America to sell the shark 
family in plush toys that 
sing when tummies are 
squeezed, along with soft 
song cube versions. 
Available exclusively on 
Amazon on pre-order that 
guaranteed delivery in 
time for Christmas, they 
sold out in two and a half 
days earlier this month, said 
Davin Sufer, WowWee’s 
chief technology officer. 
Sufer would not disclose 
how many units were gob¬ 
bled up at $19.99 each. 
More will be rolled out at 
a broader range of retail¬ 
ers come early 2019, along 
with new offerings. Third- 
party sellers who nabbed 
the toys are now offering 
them for more than $100 on 
Amazon. 

The privately-held Wow- 
Wee was already in talks 
with Pinkfong as far back 
as nearly a year ago when 
“Baby Shark” truly explod¬ 
ed, said Sufer, who has 
three kids of his own, includ¬ 
ing a 9-year-old daugh¬ 
ter who came home from 
camp last summer singing 
the song before she knew 
his involvement. 

“The tune itself has an ad¬ 
dictive quality to it,” he 
said. “You hear it once or 
twice and you hear yourself 
singing, doo doo doo doo 
doo doo. I could see may¬ 
be parents getting a little 
tired of it, but kids aren't."□ 
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With OK from Congress, US hemp market set to boom 



In this April 23,2018 file photo, a sign designates the type of crop grown in a field as it stands ready 
to plant another hemp crop for Big Top Farms near Sisters, Ore. 


By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 

Hemp is about to get the 
nod from the federal gov¬ 
ernment that marijuana, 
its cannabis plant cousin, 
craves. 

A provision of the farm bill 
that received final approval 
in Congress on Wednesday 
removes hemp from the 
list of federally controlled 
substances and treats the 
low-THC version of the can¬ 
nabis plant like any other 
agricultural crop. THC is the 
cannabis compound that 
gives pot its high. 

President Trump is expect¬ 
ed to sign the bill into law 
next week. 

The change sets the stage 
for greater expansion in an 
industry already seeing ex¬ 
plosive growth because of 
growing demand for can- 
nabidiol, or CBD, a non¬ 
psychoactive compound 
found in hemp that many 
see as a way to better 
health. 

Federal legalization could 
triple the overall hemp mar¬ 
ket to $2.5 billion by 2022, 
with $1.3 billion of those 
sales from hemp-derived 
CBD products, according 
to New Frontier Data, a 
cannabis market research 
firm. 

“It's a huge deal because 
it’s a domino effect. Banks 
can get involved now and 
if banks get involved, then 
credit card processors get 
involved — and if that hap¬ 
pens, then big box stores 
like Target and Wal-Mart 
get into it,” said Sean Mur¬ 
phy, a New Frontier data 
analyst who's tracked the 
industry since its infancy in 
2015. “All these big players 
are going to come in." 
Hemp, like marijuana, al¬ 
ready is legal in some 
states. Approval at the na¬ 
tional level brings a host of 
benefits that the pot indus¬ 
try has yet to see. 

Hemp farmers will be able 
to buy crop insurance, ap¬ 
ply for loans and grants, 
and write off their business 
expenses on their taxes like 
any other farmer. 

And those who sell dried 
flower or CBD-infused prod¬ 
ucts made from hemp can 
now ship across state lines 


without fear of prosecution 
as long as they are careful 
not to run afoul of the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion. Many did so before, 
but always looked over 
their shoulder because the 
law was unclear. 

Michelle and Scott Fields, 
who run an organic hemp 
farm outside Grants Pass, 
Oregon, include a detailed 
letter to law enforcement 
in each package they ship 
that explains the dried flow¬ 
ers inside may look a lot like 
pot, but actually can’t get 
anyone high. 

“Probably the best part of 
this is that everybody can 
take a sigh of relief and not 
worry about that gray area 
anymore," said Michelle 
Fields, who worked in real 


estate until three years ago, 
when she and her husband 
started Fields of Hemp LLC. 
Hemp looks like marijuana 
to the untrained eye, but it 
contains less than 0.3 per¬ 
cent THC. Federal legisla¬ 
tion passed four years ago 
cracked open the door for 
some farming by allowing 
states to create hemp pi¬ 
lot programs or to conduct 
research on hemp cultiva¬ 
tion. 

Twenty-three states issued 
3,544 licenses in 2018, said 
Eric Steenstra, president of 
Vote Hemp, a nonprofit 
hemp advocacy group. 
At the same time, the total 
market for hemp — from 
textiles to seeds to CBD 
oil — has grown from a 
few million dollars in 2015 
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to $820 million today and 
about a third of that is from 
hemp-derived CBD, Mur¬ 
phy said. 

Large companies already 
experimenting in the hemp 
space anticipated the pol¬ 
icy change and are poised 
to cash in. 

Vitality, based in Eureka, 
Montana, is a large U.S. 
hemp producer and grew 
20,000 acres this year. The 
company last week an¬ 
nounced a merger with the 
Canadian CBD extractor 
and marketer LiveWell. 

The new company aspires 
to become one of the larg¬ 
est hemp production and 
CBD extraction companies 
in North America, produc¬ 
ing more than 6,600 pounds 
of CBD isolate (3,000 kilo¬ 


grams) a day by mid-2019, 
according to a company 
statement on the deal. 
Isolate is a crystalline pow¬ 
der form of CBD and is the 
purest product possible. 
The odorless, tasteless pow¬ 
der is commonly sold in one 
gram jars that retail for $35 
to $60 each. 

“We were at the right 
place at the right time,” 
David Rendimonti, presi¬ 
dent and CEO for LiveWell, 
said. “You're in a high-val¬ 
ue, high-growth market. It's 
an amazing opportunity 
and now you have some¬ 
thing that’s really going to 
explode." FDA Commis¬ 
sioner Scott Gottlieb has 
said in the past that CBD 
products will be treated 
like any other products that 
make unproven claims to 
shrink cancer tumors or 
other statements. The FDA 
has sent warning letters to 
some companies market¬ 
ing CBD. The new bill re¬ 
tains the FDA’s authority 
over products that contain 
CBD. 

“That’s the big question 
mark,” Murphy said. “The 
market’s going to grow, the 
market’s going to expand, 
but it's going to come 
down to what the FDA is 
going to do about it." 
Individual states can also 
make and enforce rules 
banning hemp or CBD 
even though it’s no longer 
considered a controlled 
substance — another wild 
card. Yet there’s no ques¬ 
tion legalization means 
things will get a lot easier 
for small farmers. 

Clarenda Stanley-Ander- 
son and her husband, Mal¬ 
colm Anderson Sr., lost two 
acres of hemp they grew 
under a North Carolina 
pilot program when Hur¬ 
ricane Florence barreled 
through in September. They 
had no crop insurance be¬ 
cause they couldn’t get it 
when hemp was listed as 
a federally controlled sub¬ 
stance. 

The Andersons plan to plant 
15 acres this spring and put 
up greenhouses. They will 
buy crop insurance and 
have just signed a contract 
to provide their dried flower 
to a Denver company that 
will extract CBD from it.Q 



In this September 2018 photo provided by Clarenda “Cee” Stanley-Anderson, Stanley-Anderson 
and her husband, Malcolm Anderson Sr., pose for pictures of their hemp-farming business. Green 
Heffa Farms, Inc., in Liberty, N.C. 
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